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Look at your hands.  Are they open or closed?  Are 
they grasping for self, or extended to help others?

For too many, church is about me—focus on me, 
serve my kids, keep me comfortable. These are attitudes that 
feed into Christian Chronicle’s February headline, “Church 
in America marked by decline.” I concur with the quote that 

says, “Assuming the numbers are right, our lack of evangelism and the de-
parture of many of our children are finally being revealed. This should be a 
wakeup call… to share our faith more actively.”  

In other words, let’s open our eyes, and our hands! Get excited about 
what we have to share, and pass it on! To whom? How about starting with 

the thousands who find us and ask us for spiritual 
answers?

God’s mighty hand is opening unprecedented 
doors for the Lord’s church. Worldwide, 1.4 bil-
lion already have access to the Internet. The United 
States is the most connected (74% of the population, 
as compared with 43% in Europe). As reported in 
January’s Action!, the USA leads dramatically in en-
rollments for World Bible School studies. In 2008, 
the USA registered 20,566 WBS enrollments via 
Internet—more than the next three countries com-

bined. These are souls coming to us in the tens of thousands—with clear 
potential for many multiples more—seeking biblical answers. At WBS, we 
call the phenomenon “Yahoo to Yahweh.” 

Continued as Open Hands on page 2.
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Continuing page 1’s thought…
Surprisingly, a significant portion of enrollees who find us by 

Internet request to receive their Bible courses by mail.  Far from 
detracting from postal World Bible School, technology is finding 
us more and more students, especially in the USA.  In January’s 
Action!, did you notice the 2008 chart for postal enrollments? 
The USA had jumped to the number 4 position out of some 200 
in the world—for ‘snail-mail’ courses!  That was largely due 
to Americans finding WBS via the Internet and then enrolling 
for postal delivery. Evidently, many of us still want to receive a 
booklet we can hold in our hands.  

The only reason more are not enrolled via Internet relates to 
open hands. Here’s why.  Interested people find WBS on Internet 
primarily through search engines like Google and Yahoo. We pay 
these companies to position WBS to be found. Internet advertis-
ing has the advantage that WBS is charged only when a person 
expresses interest by clicking through to the WBS site. WBS is 
not charged every time the ad is seen. The average cost is about 
$1.50 per student that enrolls. When enrollments have used up 
our month’s budget, we lose our easy-to-find positioning. The 

number of seekers never comes close to being exhausted. It is 
just that we exhaust our meager funding too soon. Hundreds of 
thousands more would enroll if we had the open hands that keep 
us “findable” online, and then the open hands to serve as online 
friends to seekers who enroll, and later follow-up friends.  

With God’s blessing, the solution to “church decline” be-
gins that simply: open hearts and open hands. Hence WBS’ Im-
pact Sunday that opens our hearts to the urgent need and to this 
unique opportunity. Open hands will keep the doors open for 
souls already seeking. Visit www.impactsunday.net and see the 
attractive DVD. Request your Impact Sunday package. Ask the 
leaders of your congregation to participate. Draw attention to 
this Action! Share the challenge with your class or small group. 
Make a family project of it. Join in personally.

Will you lend a hand to turn those negative headlines up-side-
down? A powerful start is already at your fingertips. Seekers by 
the thousands are lining up for Bible studies from churches of 
Christ. Will we close them out through indifference? Or 
will we welcome them in? The answer is in your hands.

Currently, from 800,000 to 
1,000,000 new students are 
recruited each year for World 

Bible School courses, as measured by 
Introduction Lessons in English bought 
from WBS’ office in Cedar Park, Texas. 
We use this count for its convenience, 
but it is very conservative because 
WBS also uses other media and other 
languages. Still, the postal count is 
exciting, and last year was the best yet. 
In December 2008, Ron Pottberg, WBS 
Vice President for student recruiting, 
sent this inter-departmental memo: 

Great job! Congratulations to [our 
hardworking staff] for breaking the 
“Million Barrier” on sales of Introduc-
tory lessons. This is the first time in WBS 
history that we can officially say that we 
sold/taught more than one million stu-
dents in one year from American church-
es reaching out. Oh, you say, what about 
three years ago?… That year we did it, 
but the true number was not WBS sold, 
but WBS distributed that year. Let’s pray 
that the trend continues…. Thanks for 
everyone’s hard work and dedication to 
the task of reaching a lost world.

Indeed, with the Lord’s blessing, we 
aim for the trend to increase. WBS’ re-
cent Strategic Planning calls for student 
enrollments to double by 2013. The 
economic downturn says otherwise. But 
we believe in God more than in earthly 
f luctuations. He is in charge, and He is 
opening the doors for many more lives to 
be changed. In trust, we follow Him and 
plan accordingly. Will you pray also, and 
join us in reaching a goal that seeks to 
be worthy of our Lord’s great heart 
for those He died to save? 
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by WBS Internet Team 

What’s new with technology and 
ministry? Around here, all the 
buzz is about myWBS 2.0. 

Have you heard of a website called 
“Facebook”? Facebook is a five-year-
old social utility that helps people 
communicate with their friends, family 
and coworkers. Facebook technologies 
facilitate information sharing through 
real-world social connections. Anyone 
can sign up for Facebook and interact 
with the people they know in a trusted 
environment. 

“Information sharing…through social 
connections”? This sounds like a perfect 
plan for telling about Jesus—like some-

thing from Acts. WBS is keenly aware of 
the opportunity for sharing the Good News 
through social network sites like Face-
book, YouTube and MySpace. For more 
than two years, WBS has been develop-
ing a new system to capture the positive 
elements of this type of communication 
and apply them to teaching the Gospel. 
When people converge on the Web to 
learn, share, discuss and recommend—
like a marketplace at the crossroads—the 
environment is ripe for evangelism. 

In 2009, WBS is releasing a series of 
modules that contain new tools to provide 
you and your students new ways of 
sharing your common interest in learning 
about Christ. These tools are part of the 
new myWBS, “Version 2.0.” It brings all 

WBS users—email  and postal teachers, 
students using email, mail and the Web, 
follow up workers, churches and staff—
into one social network for the purpose of 
growing in respect to salvation. 

WBS aims to join evangelism and 
social networking as never before. 
According to the chief technology 
consultant for WBS, Lance Tolar, “WBS 
uses technology as the middle-ware 
between Christ and those who seek Him. 
We use technology to deliver information, 
to educate and to interface with students. 
However, it is the Christian Study Helper 

Meet You at myWBS!

continued on page 6

Above & Beyond
by Kevin Rhodes

WBS is technology-driven.

You can’t be serious, you may be thinking.  Isn’t WBS just a little ol’ ministry 
that sends out some Bible correspondence courses?  Uh, no.  Actually, WBS 

is a large, thriving, international ministry.  It takes significant resources to teach 
two million students at a time, and to involve some ten thousand volunteer 
Christians, almost a thousand churches, and untold numbers of faithful 
Christians around the globe.  
     And it happens to take a lot of technology to fulfill our mission and to do it 
cost-effectively.  Besides, we’ve been providing interactive, online Bible studies 
for over thirteen years—as one of the first ministries to use the Internet effectively 
for world evangelism.   As we move into using technology more and more, we 
have to be more creative and more, well...technological.  Because in just an 
instant, people around the globe communicate, build relationships, and seek and 
share information.  And every soul on earth is searching for answers, for true 
meaning in life.  WBS will be there, too, 
providing the answer—Jesus Christ.  
    You’ll hear more about how WBS is using 
technology to reach the lost with the Good 
News of Jesus—from Yahoo to Yahweh, we 
like to say.  As you do, consider how you 
could give generously to help us.  We need 
you to make it all happen.  Still, just one 
dollar lets one soul study the Bible.  With 
technology, we’ll teach even more for less.  
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had already placed 
before the news 
about his father. We 
also asked Joel to 
add more about his 
father for the next 
issue of Action! 
Jake’s 90 years of dynamic living resonate 
into eternity. “‘Blessed are the dead who 
die in the Lord from now on.’ ‘Yes,’ says 
the Spirit, ‘they will rest from their labor, 
for their deeds will follow them’” 
(Revelation 14:13).  By J. Reese

speakers throughout the busy market place. 
We were pleased to visit some of the 

congregations where we worked in 2007 
and see last year’s new converts busy in 
the work of the church. New converts are 
nurtured to spiritual maturity by caring 
congregations. As a result, they stay 
faithful. We saw growth and progress on 
every hand. The church in Ghana continues 
to grow through evangelism and 
benevolence. 
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By Joel Coppinger

F ive of us went 
to Ghana, West 
Africa for a 

three week campaign. 
Pat and I worked with 

Rusty Bolton, retired preacher/elder from 
Visalia, Cal., Ken Heflin, WBS leader 
from Phoenix, Ariz., and Ralph Weinhold, 
preacher from Dardanelle, Ark.

Pat worked in ten high schools where 
we enrolled over 1,000 as World Bible 
School students. Over 40 students were 
baptized. At one school we handed 
out WBS Introductions as the students 
walked home. Most of our teaching was in 
villages where church members brought 
their friends and neighbors to a central 
location. The local brethren took converts 
to a stream or pond nearby for baptism. 

Altogether 162 precious souls were 
baptized into Christ. One young man 

handed a knife to Bismark Nortey, a WBS 
follow-up worker, and said, “I won’t 
need this anymore.” When the villagers 
heard who was baptized they rejoiced. 
They knew that he had been responsible 
for many thefts in the village. They said, 
“If we can convert him, we can convert 
anybody in the village.” The young man 
was in rags so church members gathered 
clothing for him. He was at worship the 
very next Sunday.

Ralph Weinhold worked with follow-up 
worker Francis Gyamra to establish a new 
congregation. The attendance was 21 for 
the first Sunday and 22 for the mid-week 
worship. Arrangements were made for a 
preacher student to carry on the work.

Ralph Weinhold and Rusty Bolton 
were invited to speak on the radio in two 
different locations. At one village the local 
radio station made several announcements 
giving the location of our meeting place. 
The announcement was broadcast over loud 

Coppinger Report: 162 Baptized in Ghana Campaign

who communicates the love of Christ.” 
The first module to be released in 

March will be the automated WBS 
courses—the Master Series. WBS has 
found Google advertising an effective tool 
for student recruiting around the world. 
The automated courses allow students 
the option to study at their own pace, any 
time of the day or night until they have a 
question and request a Study Helper. 

Since multiple choice questions are 
auto-graded, WBS Study Helpers are freer 

to use their resources wisely to focus on 
building relationships for Christ. Students 
also receive encouragement through fresh 
articles, WBS news and devotionals. 

On-line social interactions with WBS 
Study Helpers will provide an arena for 
nurturing faith-centered relationships. The 
follow-up system integrated into the new 
myWBS will continue to bring students 
and follow up workers in contact more 
quickly than ever before. 

J.T. Martin, in Lampasas, Texas, 

reported, “In less than 48 hours after my 
email to him, Jacob Sesay in Sierra Leone 
responded with the news of my student’s 
baptism. To God be the glory!” 

The new automated follow up database 
system, with 24/7 access, should greatly 
advance time-saving as it relates to soul-
saving. For our special DVD on WBS 
technology visit www.impactsunday.net, 
or phone 1-800-311-2006. Join WBS as 
we continue to blaze the trail at 
God Speed.

MEET YOU AT myWBS from page 3 

As we were finalizing this Action!, 
word came of the February 3 
passing of Jake Coppinger, truly a 

“man of impact.” I flew out for the funeral, 
held in Tulare, California, February 10. 
Paul Renganathan had flown in from 
India. The Coppinger family graciously 
included Paul and me in the service, 
with others who added their testimony. 
The worldwide scope of Jake’s influence 
amazed all in that packed church building. 
I was particularly impressed with the many 
levels of Jake’s impact: all the way from 

Jake, Man of Impact

Ghana campaigners (Pat and Joel at right)

large campaigns that converted thousands, 
to neighbors reached in Jake’s Joy Buses, 
to adoring descendants, and more. 

Jake was born as Joel P. Coppinger, 
Sr., May 25, 1918. He married Wilma 
Moore in 1936—a marriage blessed with 
72 years! Their oldest son is Joel Copping-
er, Jr., who continues to work with World 
Bible School with his wife Pat of Visalia. 
Other children are Jimmie Coppinger of 
Fresno, Dennis Stout of Visalia, and one 
daughter, Pat Vice and husband Claude of 
Tulare. See Joel’s article below, which we 
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Please accept my:

o HONOR GIFT
  

o MEMORIAL GIFT

This gift is for    

Memorial Gifts 
and Honor Gifts 
are ideal ways 

to remember a loved one’s 
legacy or special occasions. 
At the same time, your gift 
is used to “teach the Word 
and reach the world.” 
Upon receipt of your gift, 
an appropriate letter of 
acknowledgement will be 
sent naming the honoree, 
and you, as the thoughtful 
donor.

o Mr.
o Mrs. ________________________________________________
o Ms.

Please charge $ _________________ to my credit card.

  o Visa  o Discover

  o MasterCard o Amex Other _______________

Card No. ______________________________________

Expiration ________ / _______ / ___________________

Name (as on card) _________________________________

Signature ______________________________________

This gift is from:

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Phone _____________________________________________________

Church (optional) ____________________________________________

o Birthday   

o Illness    o Friendship  Other ______________________________________

o Anniversary

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

o Mr.
o Mrs. _______________________________________________________
o Ms.
Address _______________________________________________________

City _____________________________ State _______ Zip _____________

Their Relationship to Honoree _____________________________________

Memorial & Honor Gifts
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In Honor of…..
ANNIVERSARY
M/M Greg Chandler

Mary A. Burnham
Clamon Harris, our 1st

Ann Sparks Harris
M/M Marvin Trice’s 50th

Mary & Anna Haun
M/M Kevin Vick

Michael & Sandra Lind
M/M James Williams’ 40th

Mrs. Joyce Williams

BIRTHDAY
Meree Ator

Dorothy Bates
Clifton Brisco

Kenneth & Judy Rowland
Bernice Cutright’s 90th

Don & Virginia Worten
Doris Dodd

Kurt & Melissa Eskilson
T Rose Greenway’s 90th

Don & Virginia Worten
Phina Hamilton

Mary A. Burnham
Faye Harper

Geraldine & Roy J. Gressett
Peyton Hinson

Lydia M. Guillot
Bob & Gail Mantie

Lydia M. Guillot
Russ Wilkinson

Lydia M. Guillot

FAMILY
Rick & Susan Barnes, with 
love

Betty A. Alston
Winnie Bell, my sweet aunt

Judy Davis
Evan & Cade Burson, our 
grandchildren

Byron & Sharon Burson
Wilburn & Alma Jo French

William & Karen Quigley
Mrs. Teeny Jones, my mother

Patrick Jones
Mrs. Billie Moseley, my 
mother

Darlene Higgins
M/M J.D. Thomas, Jr., loving 
parents & grandparents

Lynn & Janie Harms

FRIENDSHIP
Karan R. Bollinger

Jane Ground

Scott Caldwell
Scott Nelson

Jake Coppinger
Nancy L. Smith

Bill & Lenora Dudney
Rocky Thurman

Roger & Kaye McCullough
Anne L. Wright

Jane McWhorter
Paul & Gaynell Mayberry

Ruth Orr
William & Pamela Owens

Oleta Paden
Edward & Sharon Short

Joy Rhodes
Patsy Stairs

F.I. Stanley, brother-in-Christ
Herman & Jeri Barnett

ILLNESS
Linda Reville’s surgery

Ron & Susan Pottberg

SERVICE
Sibyl Coe’s Christian example

Art  & Laquita Searles
Jack & Linda Gardner, local 
elder

Neil S. Edmundson
R.L. McCalister’s evangelism 
in CA.

Carl & Frankie Mitchell
Mary Evalyn Middleton, 
Bible class teacher

Wed. A.M. Ladies Class, 
Chico CoC

Ray Ming’s evangelism in CA.
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Mrs. John Petty, a wonderful 
Christian

Dr. & Mrs. Jimmy W. McNeil
Paul & Sherrie Shelton and 
family

Neil S. Edmundson

OTHER
The Collins Family, for 
Christmas

Lydia M. Guillot
Larry Doyle, my brother, for 
Christmas

Judy Kingston
Lance Corporal Jonathan 
Eberhart, for Christmas

Lydia M. Guillot
Glenda King, for Christmas

Bob & Carol Fenley
Abigail Morgan Lindsay

Paula McInnish

Janie Milner, for Christmas
William Milner

Jean Pepper, for Christmas
Bob & Carol Fenley

Connie Powell
Ron & Susan Pottberg

Kregg Rhodes, for Christmas
M/M Thomas Rhodes, Jr.

M/M Charles Rutledge, for 
Christmas and New Year’s

Kevin & Kara Vick
Marie Vander Leest, for 
Christmas

Billy & Joyce Butt

In Memory of…..
Shirley Adams

Gerry McCauley
Lloyd Alexander

John & Beth Reese
Maurice Andrews

JoAnn Templeton
Marvin Arnold

Alice Walker
Debi Arrington

Ernest Green
Gene Ballew

James Brown, Jr.
Jeff Barton

Carol C. Maples
Wayne Batey

Tamara Batey
Nona Bell

Jay & Carole Roberts
Debbie Berry

Andrew H. Trice
Barbara Jean Bishop

Gerald & Lynda Bishop
Karl Bonds

Bob & Wanda Belonie
Ed Brannan

Nita Rogers
Gerry McCauley
Carmon & Doris Grant
Ron & Susan Pottberg
John & Saundra Tesseyman
Thomas & Nancy Cuddihy
Van & P.J. Webb
Ira Lee, Steve, Phillip, & 
David Brannan
Texas Department of Public 
Safety Employees

Dorothy Brown
Gene & Jackie Denman

Mrs. Jo Bulin
Irene Johnston

Jacob Oliver Burcham

Bill & Mickie Kennedy
Glen Byars

Don & Virginia Worten
Jake Coppinger

Maurice & Mary Nell Kemper
John & Beth Reese

Billy Ed Corbett
Robert Mooneyham

Kerstin Dahlstrom
JoAnn Templeton

Virgil & Etheleen Davenport
Kevin & Kara Vick

Howard Dodd
“Closer Walk with Thee Class”
M/M Russell Bell
M/M Thomas Meidl
Family of Robert Bomar
Pauline King
M/M Charles Meier
Ron & Susan Pottberg
Bobbie & Debbie Skinner
Betty & John Merryman
John & Beth Reese
Veota L. Ross
Mrs. Lena Bell
Keith Waldrop
Freida Swift

Luther Dodd
Andrew H. Trice, Phd.

John Melvin Elliott
Robert & Jacquelyn Knapp

Foy Farris
Irene McAllister

Miller Forcade
Dale & Laura White

Lola Frances
Orman & Faye Bach

Roy Franklin
Farrell & Grace Hogg

Debbie, Betty Gibson’s 
daughter

Farrell & Imogean Falwell
Velma Gibson

Betty Sanders
Mrs. John Goad, my mother

Don Goad
Jimmy Godley

John & Beth Reese
Rose Grayson

Art & Laquita Searles
Sandra Hamm

M/M Ray McGlothlin
George W. Hammond

Imogene H. Hammond
Ruth Hare

James & Jennifer Warren
W.A. Harris

Vanita Harris
Elaine Houston

Angie Martin
Janie Howard

Lanelle Howard
Tom Hudson, my husband

Jo Carolyn Hudson
Jane Johnston

Lewis & Ruth Hale
Theo Kail, my husband

Opalene Kail
Jack & JoAnne Kenney

Judy Thomson
Art & Laquita Searles

Fran Kerby
Jo Harris

Roy Lefler
Bob & Wanda Belonie

Jimmie Lovell, my mentor
Chuck & Ruth Cromwell

Clara Belle Martin
Gene & Jackie Denman

James M. McCartt
Henry & Linda Herren

Gene McDaniel
Ron & Susan Pottberg

Don McWhorter
Paul & Gaynell Mayberry

Prentice Meador
Henry & Sue Thompson
Ron & Susan Pottberg

Marjorie Miller
Eddie & Virginia Dunagan

Dr. Lester and Dorothy 
Ohlausen

Lesca Hadley
Flora Owens 

Nolan & Connie Brown
Alvin F. Parker

Irene M. Parker
Lloyd Parsley

Vergilla M. Roberts
Bliss Payne

Ron & Susan Pottberg
Lynnell S. Russell

Mrs. Ollie Perkins
M/M Farrell Hogg

Rachel Perry
Jimmy & Patty Moon

Charles Peterson
M/M Lester Jetton

Colene Pryor
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Oscar M. Randolph, Jr.
Mildred Randolph Crow

Lavada Reed
Ethlyn M. Dozier

Mary Reed
Ron & Susan Pottberg

Sibyl Reese
John & Beth Reese
Maurice & Mary Nell Kemper
Bill & Mickie Kennedy
Chuck & Judy Gentry
Fred & Brenda Heath
Ron & Susan Pottberg
Rick & Mary Shur
Carl & Frankie Mitchell
Gerry McCauley
Bessie O. Chenault
Leona Brannan
Geraldine & Roy J. Gressett
Frank & Mary Wallis
Dot & Jackson Bradley
Edward & Vivian Mosby
Literature for Africa – Edward 
& Vivian Mosby

Holly Ringo
Faye Bach

Felton & Martha Robbins
Debora Robbins

John Rogers
Carmon & Doris Grant

Ruth Sandifer
Debora Robbins

Olin Saylers
Edna M. Gibson

Donald Seifert
Richard W. Seifert, MD

Walter Zollie Sircy, Sr.
Jim & Helen Costello

Kenneth Tiner
Floyd & Sandra Vanderford

Lane Tiner
Floyd & Sandra Vanderford

Buddy Upchurch
Sybil Peffley

Mollie Walker
Alice Walker

Gari Ward
Wayne Christopher

Homer Ward
Gordon & Virginia Smith

Rufus Webb
M/M A.B. Martin

Dustin Wells
James & Coylene Cates

Dorothy Wilhite
Richard W. Seifert, MD

Marie Williams
M/M Vernon C. Buchanan

Dr. C. Wymer Wiser
Jim & Helen Costello
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1,009,874 
Introductions in 2008!

That’s a new record for The Way, the introduction 
into World Bible School’s Master Series of Bible Master Series of Bible Master Series

courses.  Providing 1,009,874 copies of The Way
heralds the enrollment of 1,009,874 more seekers to 
study the Bible through WBS.  And that many “Intros” 
in English is only the start.  Tens of thousands more 
study via the Internet or in other languages.  Each 

new student learns the 
Gospel of Christ from 
God’s Word, presented 
in lessons that are clear, 
attractive, persuasive…
and free of charge.   

That’s right.  Every WBS lesson is a free
blessing to every student.  Churches and 
WBS teachers pay for the course materials so 

students don’t have to.  That’s 
also a blessing for WBS—but it 
only provides for about one-fi fth 
of our ministry costs.  That’s why 
we ask churches and individuals 
throughout the brotherhood to help 
WBS, their most prolifi c and cost-

effective tool for worldwide evangelism.  Please 
encourage your church to participate in our 
annual WBS Impact Sunday, the fi rst Sunday in 
May.  Learn more at www.impactsunday.net.  
Your support for WBS will 
empower 10,000 volunteer WBS 
teachers to continue teaching 
the Word and reaching the world.  
There are at least 1,009,874 
good reasons to get involved!
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