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By John Reese

Australia was founded by Britain as a penal colony. 
In the late 17th century, British cities were crime-

ridden and prisons were overflowing. Britain offloaded about 
60,000 prisoners to the North American colonies, but that ended 
with the American Revolutionary War. British authorities turned to 
their new discovery, Australia, and shipped 165,000 prisoners there 
from 1786 to 1868. Many times more people came for the Gold 
Rush of 1851-1871 and other purposes. 

Special: By Ronnie Crocker

See the picture at right? It’s me. I had 
pulled a gun and then kidnapped that 
officer. The SWAT team had orders to 

shoot me. My life could have easily ended 
then. It was a suicide-by-cop attempt.

Mark 12:34 records Jesus saying, “You 
are not far from the kingdom of God.” When 
I was young, I was so near yet so far. We 

continued on page 5

As we recently witnessed in our travels, 
modern Australia holds many reminders of 
its penal past. Before the Australian trip, we 
participated in the 40th National Jail and 
Prison Ministry Workshop hosted by Killen 
church of Christ and Heritage Christian 
University in Florence, AL. We were 
reminded of the overwhelming needs faced 
by the United States. From 1920 to 2006, 
the U.S. general population multiplied 
about three times, while the number of 
inmates multiplied more than 20 times. 
At year’s end 2011, nearly seven million 
offenders (one in every 34 U.S. adults) were 
under correctional supervision, not counting 
juveniles. 
    The NJPM Workshop reinforced the 
proven solution—God’s new creation! 
Effective workers include former inmates 
rescued by Jesus. Over and over, God 
proves that He can transform the most 
degenerate into the beautiful image of 
His Son (pages 1 and 8). The Workshop’s 
variety of backgrounds, ethnicities, 
educations and languages was impressive. I 
feel humbled and encouraged by those who 
leave comforts to persist sacrificially for 
one basic reason—love. Few epitomize this
spirit like Mary Parham and Ray Cox (page 5) 

continued on page 7
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of Christ are strongest. A local church put 
Abdul in contact with us in Kiev. 

Abdul speaks regularly with his wife, 
Fortoon, by phone. She is doing well, 
though seven months pregnant and caring 
for four children. One is her youngest sister 
orphaned by war. This week Fortoon has 
been sleeping on the floor with her children 
because of gunfire as jihadists fight in their 
neighborhood. We are working to re-
unite the family.

because “they teach jihad”.
A little more than one month ago 

Islamic militants stormed Abdul’s house on 
a Thursday afternoon looking for Abdul. 
They demanded for Solomon to reveal 
Abdul’s location. When Solomon said he 
did not know, they shot him in the stomach. 
Abdul was called on his cell phone, came 
home, and took Solomon to the hospital, 
where he died two hours later.

Abdul fled from Somalia by plane. 
Abdul thought the plane was going to a 
neighboring African country, but instead 
found himself in Russia. In Moscow 
he joined a group being smuggled into 
Ukraine. Entering Ukraine they were all 
captured by the border guard and spent a 
very difficult month in a military guarded 
detention center. Fortunately, Ukraine is the 
country of Eastern Europe where churches 
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By Rick Walker

It has been a most unusual week in Kiev, 
with our activity focusing on a chain 
of events that began in Mogadishu, 

Somalia, more than one month ago. 
Mogadishu’s conditions are well-portrayed 
by the movie Black Hawk Down.

Abdul made contact with World 
Bible School after seeing a newspaper 
advertisement while he was in Nairobi, 
Kenya. After some five year, he was 
converted from Islam through WBS 
Internet. Credit for his teaching must go to 
Greg Wells, Lindisfarne church of Christ in 
Tasmania, Australia. 

After becoming a Christian, Abdul 
taught and baptized his friend Solomon. 
They also conducted a very small Christian 
(family) school for their children. Abdul 
would not send them to the public schools 

Editor’s Note: This story came to us some time ago, but I was reminded recently of its 
Australia connection. By now, some of the story’s sensitivities may have abated. We share 
it to illustrate the prison-like conditions faced by some WBS students, and the freedom God 
gives—even in the worst of conditions. 

Abdul’s Journey to Freedom

Abdul, Fortoon and family

By Hillary Motsinger

World history shows that a 
powerful idea and a dedicated 
leader can change the world. 

Jimmie Lovell and his idea fit this 
description. His idea was, instead of 
bringing the student to a school, send the 
school to the student. Thus was born World 
Bible School. 

In the 
1960’s, I had 
the privilege 
of putting 
Jimmie’s 
“Miss-A-Meal 
for Missions” 
plan into 
play at Dal-
las Christian 

Schools. Later, while working at Pepper-
dine University, I listened to Jimmie explain 
his World Bible School concept that made it 
possible for thousands of members to evan-
gelize at little cost and minimum inconve-
nience. One could be a stay-at-home mis-
sionary and still be a part of an international 
effort. A shy person could lead a person to 

Christ without 
having to 
learn a foreign 
language. 
Then, while 
a member 
at Skillman 
congregation 
in Dallas, I 
sent WBS les-
sons to Africa 

and to U.S. prisons and kept up with news 
through Action! 

Over our 29 years, NewLife Behavior 
Ministries has learned from WBS and 
utilized the concept of sending the 

curriculum to 
the students. 
NLBM, now 

led by Buck Griffith, has studied with almost 
one million (901,463) incarcerated men and 
women by mailing the lessons. In the last 
five years, NLB International, has followed 
WBS’s lead in studying with students around 
the world through the internet. Over 3,000 
students are enrolled in the English, Russian 
and Chinese NLBI courses.

To Jimmie, Reuel, Tex and John, and all 
at WBS, we at NLB Ministries and NLB 
International, say “Thank you!” And you 
are correct, “No one has the right to hear 
the Gospel twice until everyone has 
the right to hear it once.”

WBS and NewLife Behavior

Partners Tex Williams, Hillary Motsinger, Louise Gerber 
(NLB in South Africa), John Reese and Rob Pottberg



Scott sent WBS a gift via check, 
accompanied by this note. We don’t 
know much about 

Scott. We 
know he gave 
generously, 
in fact, a full 
“ten prcent” [sic] 
of his income, as 
he informs us. We 
know that Scott’s 
hand-writing isn’t 
great. We know, too, 
that Scott is a satisfied 
and grateful WBS student. “Thank you,” 
he writes, “for all the help your [sic] giving 
me. Thanks, Scott.”
   I don’t mind telling you how much Scott’s 
free will, unsolicited gift to WBS was:  
$6.00. That’s six dollars. He continued to 
give at that level for some months. If you 
do the math on Scott’s tithed gift and the 
$6.00 amount, that means Scott’s total 
monthly earnings were...hmm...60 bucks.  
    Oh yeah, there’s one more thing about 
Scott. He is prisoner #169935 doing time 
in a crowded correctional facility in a mid-

Above & Beyond
by Kevin Rhodes

169935’s mite.

Here at WBS we don’t appeal to our 
students for gifts of support (although 

we very occasionally may receive one). 
We certainly don’t expect those who are 
prisoners to give! And yet the need and the 
opportunity is so vast to reach more. Every 
student that is being served by a WBS 
teacher is a spiritual prisoner deserving of 
God’s eternal hope and freedom.
    Perphaps you could give to WBS today 
with spiritual prisoners in mind. With every 
$1.00 given to WBS, one soul studies the 
Bible with us. We thank you for generous 
gifts large and small that allow us to share 
Jesus with millions. Thank you for 
your partnership in the Gospel.  
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Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ___________________________________________

Spouse _________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip __________

Ph _____________________________________________________

E-mail __________________________________________________

Church ________________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip ___________ 

(day)                                                      (night)

   Monthly:

         $30 / mo

         $60 / mo

         $100 / mo

         $________/ mo 

I’m joining Sowing the Seed! 
I commit to give:

I will give this 
on an ongoing, 
monthly basis.

  Annually:

         $300 / yr

         $600 / yr

         $1,000 / yr

         $_________/ yr 

I will give this 
on an ongoing, 
annual basis.

One Time:  I’m not joining 
the Sowing the Seed Gift Program 
now, but I’m giving $______________

Gifts by Check
o My gift is enclosed. 

Gifts by Credit Card
o Please charge my credit card. See the amount at left.              
        o Visa               o Discover         o MasterCard 
   o Amex            Other ___________________________

          (You can also give securely online at www.worldbibleschool.net/give) 

Card No: ____________________________________________

Expiration: ________ / ________ / _____________

Name (as on card) ______________________________________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Gifts with Automatic Bill Pay
o I’m setting up payments from my bank (amount at left).

My Gift is a Tribute
o See gift information on the back of this form.

Teaching the Word. Reaching the World!
16110 Anderson Mill Road • Cedar Park, Texas 78613

512-345-8190 • 800-311-2006 • fax 512-401-8265
Lessons: 877-393-0211 • info@worldbibleschool.net

Ministry site: www.worldbibleschool.net
Student site: www.worldbibleschool.org

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Action! 
World Bible School, P.O. Box 2169, Cedar Park, TX 78630

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cedar Park, Texas, 
and at additional mailing offices.
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Editor: John Reese 

Action! (ISSN 8750-1333) USPS 004380 is published bi-
monthly by the non-profit ministry of World Bible School. 
WBS is a worldwide network of Christians teaching the 
Gospel with printed and Web-based Bible lessons.

Teaching the Word.
Reaching the World!
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                                    American state. 
    Within days of receiving Scott’s $6 gift, 
we received, also out-of-the-blue, a very 
significant five figure gift. What a lot of 
money! What a blessing! But which gift do 
you think received the most attention and 
even drew tears in our office? Yes, it was 
the prisoner’s mite.
    Scott represents so many WBS students 
who are prisoners. As this issue illustrates, 
many of our WBS postal teachers see their 
greatest successes with students who are 
incarcerated. These WBS students are 
people like you and me, sinful beings, who 
have made mistakes, come to know Jesus 
and are saved by grace. 
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My primary gift information is on the back of this form.

o HONOR GIFT

o MEMORIAL GIFT    

Memorial Gifts and Honor 

Gifts are ideal ways to pay 

tribute to a loved one’s legacy or 

special occasions. At the same time, 

your gift will be used to “teach the 

Word and reach the world” with WBS. 

For: Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. _________________________________________

City_____________________________________ State ________

    o Birthday o Anniversary   
o Illness     o Friendship o Other _______________

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ____________________________________

Address ___________________________________________

City ________________________ State _____ Zip ________

Relationship to Honoree _______________________________

Memorial & Honor Gifts

In Honor of…

In Memory of…

Irma Jean Aduddell
Betty Colburn

Bob & Jessie Brown
Rick Massie

Iesiá Brown
Russell & Loraine Mabry

Dr. & Mrs. David Burks
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Wesley Burks
Wilburn Burks
Barbara Rich
David Burks

Chris Cox Family
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Maddox

George Davidson
Eastern Meadows 
church of Christ

Mr. & Mrs. Homer 
Dudley

Georgia  & Joy Neal
Kassy, Kaleb & 

Hannah Eason
Vernon & Betty Midgett

Steve Ellis
Loyce Horn

Jean Green
Ann Fry

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Grotts
Robert & Alice Henry

Ann Halford
Charles & Jeanne 
Beeson

David James Hall
Mary Nell Kemper
Bill & Mickie Kennedy

Samantha Hays
Mary Nell Kemper
Bill & Mickie Kennedy

Georgia Hobby’s 97th

Priscilla Hobby
Donald & Linda Allee

Naomi Hunt
Wynoma Mathis

Betty Sue Hunter
Pam Allen

Lon & Mary Jones
Buddy & Carolyn Graves

Maurice Kemper
Allen & Maud Cain
Herschel & Joan 
Singleton

Billy C. Kennedy
Mickie Kennedy

Marguerite Aberegg
Eldon & Brenda Amonett

Harry Albright
Mary Nell Kemper
Billie Jean & Travis 
Adams

Alan Andrews
Betty & Jack Roach

Sterling Benn Allen
Rebecca Allen

William Allen
Francille Buchanan

Esther Daniels
Roy & Waneta Estep

Larry Davis
Dr. Raymond & Mary 
Henry

John Davison
Velma Lu Bright

George Downs
Neal & Mitsuye Conover

Charles Dressler
Don & Kathrine Tramel

Diane Dunagan
Henry & Jean Green

Tabatha Eason
Virgil & Mertice Miles

Blondie Edwards
Macel Edwards

Eric Ellis
Quentin & Angie Martin

Charlotte Felix
James Brown, Jr.

Sammy Flanary
JoAnn Templeton

Jodie Fry
Henry & Jean Green

Anne Gibbs
W.A. Gibbs

Jean Goodwin
Don Gibson

Dortha Haggerty
Donald Haggerty

Cathrine Hanah
Ed & Virginia Dunagan

Ivey Harper
G.L. Eley

Ruth Burris
Eddie Height

Wayne Christopher family
Louise Hejl

Mary Jo Pike
William & Karen Quigley
Dean & Becky Lightfoot

Margie Hembree
Samuel & Florence 
Lanford

George Hibbett
Virgil & Mertice Miles

Bob Hight
Larry & Patsy McGill
Jack St. Clair
Mary Wingo
Dan & Shirley Salmon
Bettye Blankenship
Bobbye Haney
Marie Crumley

Harrison & Sara Long
Charles F. Hill

Jim & Helen Costello
Walter Hill

Iva Hill
Carmen Hilliard

Dale & Dot White
Dan Hose

Patsy Hose
Charles Howard

Sam & Paula Epperson
Bill Ishmael

Paul & Theresa Jaworski
Rebecca James

Sam Epperson Family
Janet Jenkins

Kenneth & Judy 
Rowland

Maudie Jenkins
Odalee Thomas
Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Carolyn Howk

Susan Joyce
“the Wendy’s gang” 
Westside cofC

Randy Kelly
Lar Doyle

Louis Kendrick
Ms. Dale Kunzelman
Roland & June Cornelius

Wyatt L. Kirk (2)
Pauline Kirk

Jackie LeFan
Mike LeFan

James LeFan
Jack Lewis

Fred & Lucille Trompeter
Jim Littleton

Jim & Joy Riley
Janice Mangum

Billy Joe & Betty Oliver
June Martin

Albert & Vicki 
Dennington

Kendal Laird Martin
Etta Smith

Aaron McAdams
Joe & Lynda Goldman

John McCain
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Paul & Lucille McClung
Tom & Frances Pearce

Sue McPeak
Doug & Myrtle Smith

James Medlin
Henry & Jean Green

Bob Michie
Martha Michie

Ted Miller
Alene Mangum

Minnie Miner
Max & Peggy Annis

Hugh M. Mingle
Don & Virginia Worten

Johnny Montgomery
Dorothy Montgomery

Orvis & Ann Oliver
Dean & Zan Oliver

Ellis Owens
Reid & Tot Holmsley

Delvin Parks
Minnie Huffines

Dennis Parsons
Mary Lou Parsons

Elmer Pate
Charles Hudson

J.R. & Eula Perkins
Anonymous

Maxine Pfeifer
Carl & Frankie Mitchell

Marion J. Pinick
Ethel Pinick

Tommy Powell
Bobbie Martin

Mona Prim
Quenton Prim

Lawrence Rabeck
Olene Rabeck

John Reed
Marvin & Sue Trice

Grady Reid
Robert & Frances Baker

Ed Rogers
Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Commercial Nat’l Bank
Beverly Kimble
Carolyln Howk
Robert Mooneyham
Hollis & Dorothy McLane
Stan Carstens
Rex & Jo Dell Eubanks
T.C. Harris
Bob & Pat Knight
Bobby & June Rogers
Frank & Doris Rork

June Sanders(3)
Benny Sanders

Malachi Schaefer
Ray & Jane Thompson

PaPa Ed Neal Scott
Velma Scott

Dave Sellers
Lar Doyle

Robert (Buck) & June 
Simmons
Patsy Morris

Ethel Singleton
ALCAM/Advantage 
Wastewater

Billy Eugene Smith
Glenn Madison

Christine Smith
Don & Virginia Worten

Halley Smith
James L. Smith, Ph.D

Nadine Smith
Norman Cozort

Charles Smithson
Gladys Smithson

Mary Agnes Spivey
Rocky Thurman

Rebecca Ann Stafford
Barry & Tonda Stafford

Teresa Darlene
Stevens
Erik & Rebecca Wilson

M.A. Stinson
Mr. & Mrs. Truman 
Stinson

John W. Tesseyman III
John & Saundra 
Tesseyman

Mr. & Mrs. J.V.A Traylor
Barbara Young

Karen Tryggestad
Erik & Jeanie Tryggestad

Rodney Wald
Margaret Wald

Howard L. Ward
Sylvia Ward

Richard Warren
Ronald & Nancy Farley

George Welker
Ellen Welker

Paul West
Mrs. Lou Walker

Leon & Ozella Whatley
Lenora Whatley

Billy & Bessie White
Peggy Sullivan

Barbara Wilkerson
Don Wilkerson

James R. Young
Jeff & Debra Bailey

Bob Atkinson
Glenn & Lorie Addison

Ted Ator
June Moore

George Ann Aycock
Margaret Bley

Carlotta Baird
Francis Mitchell

Johan Barbre
Ray & Jane Thompson

Barry Glenn & Bobby 
Basford, Jr.

Steve & Gladys 
Bottoms

Mack Short
Doug Pate

Mr. & Mrs. Bobby 
Basford

Mary Beebe
Judy Thomson

Wanda L. Beeman
Merlyn J. Beeman

Gloria Biedleman
Lar Doyle

Evelyn Bench
Melvin, Frances, Edward
Marilyn & Glenda

Bert Bloor
Henry & Jean Green

John B. Brittain
Dr. & Mrs. James 
Costello

Doris Butts
Ray Butts

Karl D. Buys
Doris Buys

Dolores Campbell
Don & Virginia Worten

Pat Cartwright
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne 
Walker

Dorothy Cawthon
Michael & Peggy 
Lovvorn

Melba Cheatham
Lar Doyle

Wilford “Chris” 
Chrisner
Clyde Russell

Dean T. Cook
Anna O. Brewer

Charles Cornelison
Lorraine Cornelison

Juanita Daniel
Martha Hodges
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lived near Palm Beach Lakes church of Christ, 
Florida. My coach was a deacon. Mary, my sister’s 
best friend, was a member and lived in the house 
behind ours. Yet, for my first 15 years, I had never 
prayed, never read the Bible and never attended 
services. No one in my family was saved!

At 15, I stood at a fork between the wide and 
narrow gate. For the next 15 years, I paid a high 
toll on the broad way that leads to destruction. 
Drug use turned into abuse. Abuse led to 
addiction. My parents, like many in those days, 
tried counselors, psychologists and psychiatrists 
to save me. But I found myself in and out of jails, 
drug programs and mental hospitals. That’s when 
the picture on page one was taken. 

In Palm Beach County Jail, a preacher led 
me in “the sinner’s prayer” and told me I was 
saved. After my trial, I was transported to prison. 
About half way through my sentence, “I came 
to myself” and made a vow to God to study 
the Bible. But different religions promoting 

their varying beliefs were confusing. In March 
1986 I met Gospel preacher Frank Parker who 
gave me World Bible School lessons. They laid 
everything out so clearly. 

Remember Mary? I wrote my mother a 
letter, and Mary was there when she opened 
it. In this letter I explained how I had found 
the New Testament church. Mary, who had 
unsuccessfully invited my family to church for 
years, broke down crying. On June 1, 1986, I was 
baptized into Christ, the first in my family. Mary 
introduced me to Jesse Ford who continued WBS 
with me. I loved getting those certificates! The 
encouragement gave me hope! Today, I thank God 
that someone took time to teach me. I thank God 
for WBS which played a part in the conversion of 
my whole family. 

Since then I have ministered to thousands 
of addicts. In 2007, my wife Jeanie and I 
established Project Rescue which reaches 
out to church members caught in the snare of 
addiction. When you send that WBS lesson, you 
can’t imagine the long-reaching effect of that 
one simple act. When combined with an open 
heart and God’s providence, amazing 
things result!

SWAT Order from page 1

I met a Gospel preacher who 
gave me WBS lessons. They laid 

everything out so clearly.

Ray Cox: Fighter for Freedom
Albert Ray Cox (85) passed to his reward on May 28, 

2013. Ray was diagnosed with prostate cancer several 
years ago. After treatment, it went into remission, but later 
reappeared in his bones. Despite health battles, Ray worked 
tirelessly and very fruitfully. 

Ray dutifully served as an U.S. Air Force pilot, but he 
described his true committment this way: Let us never forget 
this, that our primary duty on earth is to preach the Gospel, to sow the seed of salvation 
among men. We can all have a sense of accomplishment because God has blessed us 
with such tremendous success in bringing souls to Him. But we must always understand, 
the power to save is in the word of God (Romans 1:16), not in us. Our congregation, 
Rainbow, developed a prolific World Bible School program, teaching people all over the 
world and we maintain that mission today.

Ray became a WBS teacher in 1978. Impressed with 
the impact and visualizing much more, Ray took the 
initiative to go to countless congregations to share this 
teaching method. For years Ray ran WBS ads in the local 

newspaper. He also 
used it to great effect 
in Prison/Jail ministries 
and in mission fields 

like Zimbabwe. In Bulawayo, Ray, Norman and Dorian Flynn and Rainbow’s elders set up a 
WBS office with Velaphi Mlangeni.

Ray entered prison ministry in 2001 using NewLife Behavior. He helped to motivate 
an entire prison ministry movement in Alabama. He also developed online Agape studies, 
which enrolled over 10,000 students from 180 countries. He referred his best students to 
Nations University. His extensive work continues, coordinated by Kathy Overbey.

Brother Ray: My WBS Teacher
I would like to pay tribute to my most loving teacher, Ray Cox. He 

nurtured me patiently with the word of God, especially on the matter 
of salvation and baptism. While I was studying with WBS, Ray led me 
to Nations University two years ago. Today I completed my last course 
with Nations University and will earn a Bachelor of Religious Study 
this summer. Brother Ray has a heart that is willing to swim across the 
ocean to reach out to his students. He expressed his care, concern 
and encouragement to me constantly. He will remain in my heart and 
memory as a person that revealed God’s love, someone that I embraced  
with great honor, respect and love. 

       From Catheryn Tan of West Malaysia

Mary Parham Goes Home
By Mary McKinney

Mary Parham (81) has left for her home with Jesus. She was in charge 
of postal World Bible School at East Ridge church of Christ in Chatta-

nooga, TN, and was also secretary there for 22 years. She established the 
Mary Parham International School in Ghana, West Africa. She went there 
last year with our preacher one more time. Mary loved the Lord, 
her family, WBS, reading and traveling. She will be missed!

Kathy Overbey and Tony 
Cleveland with plaque 
honoring Ray

Mary
Parham

Ray Cox, as an 
Air Force pilot

Ray Cox
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By Judy Hammond and Pat Thurston

We at the Pikes Peak church of Christ in Colorado Springs, CO, 
would like to commend our sister, Barbara Bagwell, for her 

diligent work in our World Bible School program.
Barbara has dystonia as a result of encephalitis contracted at the 

age of four years old. As a result, she has no use of her left hand 
and limited use of her right hand. Her hearing and speech were also 
affected.  Despite these challenges, Barbara has never let her health 
deter her. She earned her BS degree and worked a full time job for 
eight years. After her job was phased out, she looked for meaningful 
volunteer work. Finally (13 years ago), “something compelled her” to 
volunteer for the WBS program at Pikes Peak church. 

She grins now and says, “I 
didn’t know what I was getting 
myself into!”

Barbara knows the program from beginning to end and does all 
the computer work. How does she accomplish this with no voluntary 
movement in her hands? Her response would be, “with my foot and 
mouth, of course”. She operates the computer mouse with her foot 
and types with a mouthstick between her teeth. 

The work she does includes typing new students’ names and 
addresses, and assigning initial lesson to teachers. 
She serves our 42 WBS teachers, processing as 
many as 400 names a month. When we receive 
returned lessons, she verifies all the information 
and often needs to make changes. She makes 
sure the next lesson we send is the correct one. 
She prints the address labels for each student 

and is a WBS teacher too, sometimes receiving as many as seven 
lessons at a time. To apply address labels, she uses an unsharpened 
pencil to peel back the corner of each label. She then uses her lips 
to finish taking off the label and stick it on the envelope.

At the first workday we had after Barbara took over this 
seemingly daunting endeavor, she told the WBS coordinator 
excitedly, “I love the work I’m doing. I haven’t felt like this 
since I lost my job. It’s so fulfilling!”

Barbara Bagwell: “Hands Free”

Barbara Bagwell

Compassion Comes 
Full Circle

A letter from Bradley Meredith             
to the Plymouth church

Hi, I’m Bradley. Let me share with you a 
miracle of sorts. For those of you who 
know the Lord, this will uplift you and 

make you smile. For those who may not know 
Jesus, I pray this will encourage you to change 
your spiritual condition so you will know the 
joy and love that I do now.

My story starts in late 2009. I was in prison 
for the fourth time, facing over 100 years. My fiancée was 
eight and a half months pregnant with my first child. My world 
fell apart when she cut me from her life due to my sentence.

In a jail cell, suicidal, at the complete end of myself, I cried 
out in anguish of the tragedy that my life had become. I told 
God that if He was listening—if He truly cared about me—to 
save me from myself. Since I am writing this almost two years 
later, you would be right to assume that He did just that.

My transition period was very rough. I lashed out at 
those who knew me best. I pushed away the entire world as I 
desperately sought out the Lord. In March 2010, I started Bible 
studies with many different organizations—I mean several 
dozen. It was through a lesson from World Bible School that I 

met your beloved Zona Christensen, a woman who has become 
a dearly cherished friend, confidant and sister in Christ. Unlike 
so many others who simply graded, Zona took the time to 
answer my questions about the Scriptures and to offer her 
much welcomed insight into my situation and life.

When I completed the WBS series, I worried that the 
correspondence I now so dearly enjoyed would cease. I humbly 
asked Zona if she would write to me as a pen pal. I was 
overjoyed when she graciously accepted this request, and she 
has honored it continuously since. Not only did she write to me 
on a regular basis, but she also took it upon herself to contact 
a local minister with the church of Christ to inform him of my 
situation. Through Zona, I have been blessed to be baptized and 
to continue deeper studies with Mike Morgan, a minister of the 
local Culpeper church of Christ in Plymouth, FL. 

I share these things not as proof of Zona’s spirit, but of 
Christ’s Spirit living through her. Through Zona, Christ has 
provided, taught, counseled and strengthened me. By the fruits 
I have tasted from Zona, I have seen first-hand what being a 
Christian should entail and I am blessed, having been 

continued on page 7

I urge every Christian to find someone who 
needs a friend and share the Good News.

I love the work I’m doing.
It’s so fulfilling!

Teaching with WBS postal—using printed 
lessons by mail—is as relevant and effective 

as ever. WBS teachers that have the best programs 
tend to have the best practices, too. Download the 
new, updated Program Guide to make sure your 
WBS teaching is reaching as many as possible. 
This and other great helps are available at www.worldbibleschool.net/
resources. If you need to have the .PDF emailed to you, email your 
name, contact information and church information to postal@
worldbibleschool.net or call 512-345-8190 or 800-311-2006.

New Postal Program 
Guide Available



guided by a “doer” of the Word with a 
saintly heart.

I urge every Christian to go the extra 
mile like Zona, to find someone who needs 
a friend and to share the Good News. 
There was a time when Zona was the only 
friend I had. Now I thankfully call her my 
sister through the lessons she taught me. 
I have been responsible for leading over a 
dozen others to the foot of the cross.

Zona and her husband have gone 
through health issues in the past many 
months. Zona has often expressed her 
undying gratitude for the help she has 
received from her church family. For 
those that have been of assistance to her 
and Bert, I personally thank you. Christ 
in me commends you for the good work 
you have done in caring for his faithful 
servants. I am proud to know that a 
church is not only preaching the Word, 
but also practicing the Spirit of Christ 
in its walk. For those of you who do not 
know these two members, please join me 
in remembering them both in your daily 
supplications.

I thank you all greatly and ask that our 
Heavenly Father bless you all as abundantly 
as He has truly blessed me.

In Christ, Bradley

who embodied partnership, using World 
Bible School, NewLife Behavior (page 
2), Agape and Nations University. 

What if your home country is a 
virtual prison? (See page 2.) What if, 
instead of shackled wrists, illness robs 
your hands of ability? (See page 6.) 
Loss of freedom comes in many forms. 
Our stories illustrate that God works 
in all such situations. He creates free 
spirits that refuse to be conquered. He 
works through caring hearts. As He 
says in Matthew 25:36, “I was in prison 
and….” And you get to prepare your 
answer to Him. Inmates Visit WBS

By Lori Brady

Two men recently visited the 
World Bible School offices in 
Cedar Park, TX. Both were 

former inmates who had studied WBS 
lessons while incarcerated. 

One was looking for WBS lessons for 
his children. He said since he had been 
locked up for four years, there 
wasn’t much order in his house 
anymore. He wanted to read the 
lessons with his children. He 
also related how, using the 
lessons from WBS and other 
materials, the inmates would sit 
around and discuss and debate 
religious matters. He asked 
for a Bible since the family 
struggled to understand their 
King James Version. We were glad 
to oblige!

The second one was so excited that 
he had actually stumbled across our 
WBS offices! He even took a picture of 
some of the staff in front of the WBS 
sign to post on his Facebook page! He 
showed the Bible given to him by his 
WBS Study Helper. It was tattered and 
worn and held together by electrical 
tape. He talked about how much the 
Bible had meant to him through the 
years and how much he relies 
upon it to this day. 
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By Barry Poyner

Our congregation, the 
Kirksville, MO, church of 
Christ, recently rediscovered 

World Bible School when we had a 
Mission Emphasis Sunday and invited 
Bill Colwell to speak. All monies 
contributed on this day went to world 
evangelism. We discovered the exciting 
possibilities with Internet teaching, 
enrolled in WBS Connect, and signed 

Compassion from page 6

I Was in Prison from page 1WBS Goes to the Y and Prison
up nine members as teachers. We 
also distributed WBS lessons to area 
prisoners. 

Then we discovered the WBS 
Children’s Series booklets designed for 
children ages 8-12. The local YMCA 
recently contacted us for help, and we 
heard the Macedonian call! They were 
going to have a fair, so we signed up 
to have a booth and had Bible Quiz 
games there. We then asked if we could 
help in some way with after-school 
programs. Their Summer program was 
already planned, but they offered us 
three consecutive Thursday afternoon 
sessions. We gladly accepted. 

What fun it was to see 16 high-
energy children, jumping, skipping 
and hopping from the adjacent 
school. We knew we needed to be 
interactive. We used the three WBS 
children’s booklets, highlighting one 

lesson each session and 
giving each child 

a booklet to 
take home 
each time. 
The first 

session’s 
lesson 

focused 
on creation, 

emphasizing that 
we are made in the 

image of God. When 
we talked about creation, 

we gave each child a packet of 
seeds with the church business card 
stapled to it. We encouraged them to 
complete the enclosed quiz sheet and 
return it the next week to be eligible 
for a prize drawing. 

Our goal in this outreach was to 
make new friends, to acquaint others 
with the church and to organize a 
short-term outreach effort. You 
can do the same! 



God accomplished the impossible. I was 
released. We were married. God gave us a 
wonderful family and ministry. 

Clyde’s story is summarized here. The 
details are truly compelling. Christian 
journalist and professor Don Umphrey 
tells those in The Meanest Man in 
Texas, Quarry Press, P.O. Box 
181736, Dallas, TX 75218.

By Clyde Thompson 

It is great and wonderful what God 
did for me. At 17, I was sentenced 
to the electric chair. At 19, I was the 

youngest man placed on death row at 
Huntsville. I had 60 days to live.

While on death row, I overheard 
a guard’s radio and P. D. Wilmeth 
preaching. He baptized me six days 
before I was to be executed. Four days 
later, I received a stay of execution to 
await another trial. They had already 
given me my last bath and offered my last meal.

Later the governor commuted my sentence to life. For a 
year I lived faithful to my Lord. Not one Christian came. Had 
Christians come, I am sure that the horrible things that happened 
afterward 
would not have 
happened. 
[Experiencing 
extreme 
brutality…] I lost my faith completely. I was determined to 
escape. I would make them kill me or I would get away. I killed 
two inmates in knife fights. I now had three life sentences and 
no hope of getting out unless I broke out. Things went from bad 
to worse at “Little Alcatraz.” Finally, officials isolated me in an 
old morgue behind death row.

[Eventually I got a Bible.] The more I studied it, the more it 
convinced me that it was a book of truth and I was false. I realized 
this is the actual Word of God and our only hope. I repented in 
tears, on my knees day and night for months. My life since then 
is a testimony to the fact that a person who has committed murder 

can be saved. When 
one finds out that he is 
a sinner, lost, undone, 
and without hope, and 
he turns back to God, 
God will help him and 
use him. Though eight 
are dead because of me, 
God later saved many 
people through me. I 

thank God that He used me for His cause, but I don’t thank God for 
sin. I thank God that He brought me to understand that I couldn’t 
save myself, and the only hope was His mercy through Jesus.

Through a preacher friend, I became acquainted with a 
Christian lady. We fell in love and planned to be married. The 
prison manager told her, “Young lady, you might as well go on 
and forget this fellow. He’ll never get out of prison.” But again 
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The more I studied my Bible, the 
more I discovered it was Truth.

Upcoming with WBS...

How do you define “success”?

Send us your reflections 

for November.


