
Freedom! The word rings pure, 
like a crystal-clear note. 

Its loss may come in various 
forms. Illness may rob us of mobil-
ity and independence. Harsh govern-
ments may oppress us. Bad habits may 
addict us. The wheels of justice may 
grind us down. Debt and poverty may enslave us. Cir-
cumstances may conspire against us. When we look at 
others who have lost some measure of freedom we can 
truly say, “There, but for the grace of God, go I.”

This page’s large photo was taken at the pre-
Columbian Cape Coast fort in Ghana. The profile 
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By Ruth Orr

 

Any list of today’s outcasts would 
include prisoners. They are locked 
away from family and friends, away 

from their careers, and from all the things once 
valued. People are afraid of them. But Jesus 
demands our personal involvement in caring 
for others, even in prison.

 On July 2nd, David Harper of the Con-
cord Road church of Christ in Nashville and 
I boarded a plane for Zambia, Central Africa, 
for the sole purpose of visiting three prisons 
in Lusaka. Kabwe prison, the largest in Zam-
bia, houses the most severe criminals. It takes 
months of prepa-
ration, mounds of 
paper work and 
endless official 
signatures just 
to begin enter-
ing one prison. 
We had merely 
written a let-
ter of request, 
which was all we 
thought was needed. We were turned down 
twice but finally found someone to speed the 
process, and we were granted permission into 
all three prisons. 

Three years ago I had one WBS student, 
Sitali Sitali, in the Kabwe prison. He studied 
and became a Christian and enrolled many 
more. He himself had a Bible study group 
of 45 inmates, and we soon enrolled those in 
WBS. Today, all 45 of these are Christians. 

What a joy it was for me to meet them all, 
including Sitali. 

As we work with these new members, we 
try to help their families. If the prisoners are 
released, we help 
them find their way 
back into the world 
that put them away. 
Only this time they 
will be Christians. If 
they choose, we try 
to put them into the Mapepe Christian college 
to grow spiritually and re-establish family life.
We were privileged to stay on campus at the 
Mapepe college with David and Lorie French. 
They were immensely helpful in making our 
arrangements. 

We have helped three of these families so 
far in the past two years. The change God has 
made in these men is remarkable. Thomas, for 
example, was released after spending six years 
in prison for “stealing strawberries” because he 
was hungry. He grew up an orphan, never hav-
ing anyone to love him or care for him. After 
his release, I helped him get into the Mapepe 
college. Because of his Christian faith and his 
abilities he has been hired to work there at 
the college when he graduates. He also goes 
back into the three prisons and ministers each 
Sunday. The officials use him as an example of 
what they can become if they try.

Today, we have three worship services 
going on at the Kabwe prison every Lord’s 
Day and one service at the other two prisons. 
We teach approximately 800 prisoners in the 
three prisons through WBS correspondence. 

We signed up another 300, plus 35 juvenile 
delinquents, whose ages range from 8 to 16. 
They are all in there for stealing because, as 
the warden said, “they were hungry.” But they 

will have to spend 
at least four years in 
prison before being 
released. The warden 
begged me to get 
them started on WBS 
as soon as possible. 

Their lessons have already gone out.

The social worker, guards and officials all 
praised what WBS has done for the prisoners. 
All treated us with the utmost respect. There 
had never been a “white woman” allowed in 
these prisons before, so we know God was in 
control. We thank Him and give Him the glory 
for the 33 who requested baptism in the Kabwe 
maximum and condemned sections. I believe 
it was the providence of God that I got Sitali, 
a prisoner, as a WBS student three years ago. 
What a joy it was to meet him face to face and 
talk about his plans when released. His wife 
died while he was in prison, and he has three 
children to re-unite with: 14 year old twin boys 
and an 11 year old girl.  

There are just no words to describe the hor-
rible conditions of the prisons. We can’t do 
anything about that, but we can take the Gos-
pel to the prisoners. We can give them hope. 
And that is what we are doing. 

Over and over we heard from the prisoners, 
“I would not be a Christian today if it were 
not for being in prison and the WBS 
lessons sent to me.”

Hope for Zambian Prisoners

Sitali Sitali

mail flowing in Zimbabwe in much larger vol-
umes than in previous months.

Near Harare, we visited the new Chivero 
Children’s Home and Health Clinic. This is 
one effort of the churches in that area to reach 
out to the community with tangible evidence 
of God’s love in the devastation HIV/AIDS has 
wreaked on Zimbabwe. It was an inspiration to 
see how this facility will impact that area. 

While in Zimbabwe, we witnessed a con-
tinued degradation. Often bread was unavail-

FREE from page 8

able, and water and electricity outages were 
commonplace for everyone. Lines for fuel 
and food often stretched for blocks, when they 
were available. 

Yet amidst all this, we found a very friendly 
and courteous people, long-suffering and also 
open to God’s Word. We are thankful for this 
opportunity to partner with fellow-Christians 
in Zimbabwe. 

We ask for your prayers for that country, 
for the Christians there, and for the follow-up 

with the WBS students who are sign-
ing up right now.

Guard: “Please come teach 
these people. Please!

WBS is changing lives here 
in this prison.”

Tammy Short with Zimbabweans
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Flight To Freedom

by Roger Talanyi

In 1992, I was compelled to seek safety and 
freedom when a period of political perse-
cution forced me to leave my country. At 

that time I thought I was free and far off, but 
the real freedom started when I sought refuge 
in Christ. As a refugee in an African camp full 
of insecurity, disease, hunger and nakedness, I 
constantly lived in fear and uncertainty. Many 
refugees were dying hopelessly of what could 
have been treatable diseases. 

All human effort had failed me and my 
friends. Darkness ruled the cruel, desolate 
nights. Inside, my heart knew that out there, 
there is a God who saves and He is able. Like 
Cornelius, God was hearing my constant 
prayers. 

As if it was a dream, a stranger at the place 
of prayer offered me WBS material and an 
address in the USA! My flight to freedom 
began. Everything became clear like lighting a 
candle at the end of a tunnel. Getting a stamp 
and an envelope costs a day’s walk away to a 
small town, and there was no assurance that 
a letter would get to its destination. In 1994, 
I started a WBS correspondence course with 
a teacher from Woodfields church of Christ, 
Ohio. Her name is Mary Henthorn. Many 
friends in the camp could not believe how soon 
I was quoting Scriptures about salvation.

Conditions worsened in the camp. Poor san-
itation caused frequent outbreaks of diseases. 
I fell seriously ill and was referred to Addis 
Ababa on medical grounds. It was there that 
I first met the church of Christ! I owe a debt 
of gratitude to Dr. Behailu Abebe. He taught 
me many more Scriptures, and on November 
23, 1996, I put on Christ in baptism. I was free 
at last! My favorite song was “Asante Sana 
Yesu.” It means “Thank You, Jesus.” We sang 
it in English, Swahili, Amharic, Arabic, Nuer, 
French and other languages. 

Eager to serve God, through the help of 
brother Behailu and John Ed Clark, an elder 
in California, I established Kebona church of 
Christ. It was our first [Sudanese] church of 
Christ in Addis Ababa, and it met in my sit-
ting room. Many teachers brought by John Ed 
instructed me further in the Scriptures, includ-
ing teachers from Sunset Bible Institute.

continued on page 5

Roger and Tigest Talanyi

That’s to be expected, I suppose.  Third world prisons are nasty, 
brutal places.  Crude, ugly, squalid, horrible places.  I’ve been to a 

handful—in Central America, in 
Asia, in Africa.  It still unsettles 
me to consider how dire it is for 
a human being to be sentenced to 
such a dismal plight.  

But, you know, I’ve also met 
Christians at those prisons, too.  
Lots of them.  Full of the joy of the 
Spirit.  Free in Christ.  Washed in the blood of Jesus. Cleansed by His grace.  
Just like me.  Except I could enter, and I could leave as I pleased—always 
trying to forget the badness of it all.  And now, just as the memory had 
begun to fade, colleague John Reese announces that we would do an Action! 
focused on prison outreach around the world!  

But what an encouragement to be reminded of how WBS teachers are 
touching the lives of prisoners the world over!  The Good News of Jesus 
is being shared—even in dark dungeons and cell blocks.  It also reminds 
me of the joy of giving to support high impact works like WBS.  This 
ministry shares freedom in Christ with every soul who seeks it.  Your gifts 
are appreciated.  Help us reach a condemned world with Jesus.  

Above & Beyond
by Kevin Rhodes

No cameras allowed in here.



the prisoners’ families and their friends 
throughout South Africa. We follow up 
on released prisoners, and the number is 
increasing from requests by inmates to 
take these lessons to their people in dif-
ferent places. 

The need is great, and we need much 
help. The people are dying without 
Christ. It is our duty to spread the 
Word and the time is now.
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Freedom Files
Angel of Mercy

Before his unexpected death in Feb-
ruary 2007, South African Eddie Angel 
wrote these memorable words:

About 14 years ago, the South 
African government changed its 

approach to prisons. Rather than consid-
ering prisons places of punishment, they 
wanted to make them places of correc-
tion. Hence they became Correctional 
Centers administered by Correctional 
Services. This huge change in thinking 
led to the realization that this involved 
spiritual care. 

This ministry [in Natal, South Africa] 
started 24 September 2004. We were 
given permission to hold a one hour 
Bible study in Westville Correctional 
Center, Medium “B” Cell Block. Know-
ing nothing about prison ministry, I felt 
as if I had been thrown into the lions’ 
den. The Spiritual Care Clerk arrived 
with ten Zulus. Only two spoke in bro-
ken English, yet here I was trying to 
teach Zulus in English. 

Soon I approached Sam Pakade, a long 
time Zulu preacher and asked him to join 
me in this ministry. Sam was overjoyed 
since he had wanted to enter prison min-
istry for some time 
but had never had 
the opportunity. At 
the close of 2005, 
this ministry had 
baptized 184 into 
the body of Christ. In all my 50 years in 
the body of Christ, I had never experi-
enced such faith and commitment to the 
Father’s will as in B Block. They handed 
me a document that they wanted typed. It 

was a covenant that they had decided to 
make with God. Now they have taken the 
initiative to form themselves into a con-
gregation within B Block. They search 
the Scriptures daily and are dead serious 
about promoting the Gospel of Christ. 
Many of them have taken it upon them-
selves to write letters to the people they 

have wronged, asking for forgiveness. 
Sam delivered these letters and made 
known the change that had taken place. 

Sam, who has long used WBS and also 
translated it into Zulu, recently wrote:

We are now involved with prisons in 
Westville, Umzinto, Kokstad, Port Shep-
stone and Empangeni. In Westville itself 
we have five prisons but we are already 
teaching in the two which are medium 
“B” prisons with very bad prisoners serv-
ing life sentences, 25, 15, 10 years etc. 
We are also in medium “C” prison with 
those waiting for eventual release. Most 

are really hungry 
for the Word. 

We have 400 
baptized members, 
with 30 more pend-

ing baptisms in medium “B”, plus 30 
baptized members and 12 pending bap-
tisms in medium “C”. This has happened 
in about three years. We have more open 
doors both in many more prisons and with 

Bibles and Shoes 
for Belize Prisons

By Lincoln Jones

This prison ministry was started on a 
firm footing in 2000 by Lloyd Ear-

les, a missionary from Los Angeles, and 
Lincoln Jones. The Department of Cor-
rection lets us work with certain sections 
of both the male and female prisons.

Since the program began, some 315 
inmates have been baptized. Males are 

baptized in a pond. Lloyd had a baptis-
tery constructed at the female section. 

My wife Margarita and I enrolled 
some 400-500 students throughout the 
country of Belize. WBS is also a very 
effective tool at the Department of Cor-

Sam Pakade

430 prisoners have been 
baptized, with 42 pending, 

and more open doors.
Lincoln Jones Family
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rection. I believe this means of teaching 
Christ has caused many inmates to be 
baptized. 

Thanks should be given to all the U.S. 
brethren who have contributed to growing 
the prison ministry. Among them are Bill 
Amason, Windel and Barbara Kee, Rick 
Tribby and Maurice Hinchliffe. David 
and Connie Adcox were instrumental in 
obtaining shoes for inmates. Since this 

program began, many thousands of ten-
nis shoes have been distributed. What a 
difference this simple way of giving care 
makes in the lives of the prisoners. 

Editor’s note: Earlier this year I 
joined Bill Amason, Chuck Wilson and 
others for a “Fishers of Men” campaign 
that took us into Belize prisons. Along 
with each pair of shoes, Bibles and WBS 
lessons were offered. Postal costs were 
not a factor to inmates because WBS 
answers were collected by a converted 
inmate and handed regularly to Lincoln 
who forwarded them to U.S. teachers.

One highlight was the baptism of a 
female guard who had been touched by 
the campaigners’ love and the Gospel 
message. The Lincoln Jones family, the 
Melvin Davis family and others 
were wonderful hosts.

God Works in 
Surprising Ways

By Louis Gerber

I went to baptize some correspondence 
students in Baviaanspoort prison, 

South Africa. While there, I found stu-
dents studying lessons from Rob and 
Lydia Cook, and others studying with 
Marge and Alwyn Hefer from a neigh-
boring congregation. I also knew that 
some of these men had been studying the 
New Life Behavior (NLB) lessons.

In August 2006, I baptized five of 
these students. Then on February 27, 
2007, I baptized seven more.

When I went to baptize these particu-
lar World Bible School (WBS) students, 
they told me about the students study-
ing “One Nation Under God” (ONUG). 
While in the prison chapel discussing the 
Bible, another group overheard our topic 
and joined us. 

At the end of the meeting, two new 
strangers came up to me. One asked if 
I knew Lydia Cook in Benoni, South 
Africa . That shocked me. How did they 
know about my friends? I confirmed that 
I worshiped at the same congregation as 

My freedom came closer when Behailu 
sent me back to the camps where I taught, 
baptized and established 
five more congregations 
among the Sudanese 
people. These congre-
gations still grow. I am 
glad God used me, on 
my road to freedom, to 
become a preacher and 
servant of God to many 
souls. 

In 2006, I was resettled in South 
Dakota under the refugee resettlement 
program. I am now a member of South 
Eastern church of Christ, Sioux Falls. 
I enjoy serving at His table. I’m mar-
ried with two sons and three daughters. 
Even if I enjoy the best of freedoms with 
employment and good schools for my 
children, my plan is to go to a Bible Col-
lege here in USA and go back to Africa 
and help with the work God has 
called me to do. I request your 
prayers.

FLIGHT TO FREEDOM from page 3

John Reese and Greg Smith fit shoes.

Tex Williams, H.M. Motsinger (Founder of 
NLB), Louis Gerber, John Reese,

Ron Pottberg

Lydia and her family. Then he startled 
me with, “Ok. She wrote to us that she 
would send someone to come and bap-
tize us. Are you Louis Gerber?” 

That was when I said, “Yes, I 
am. Thank You God! Thank You!”

Prison officials (l. and r.), ex-offenders and 
NLB instructor display earned New Life 
Behavior certificates from Louis Gerber.



present issue (September) is devoted to inter-
national examples. Lord willing, the next issue 
(November) will focus on American stories, 
mainly about the enormous impact of outreach 
to prisons in the United States. 

Please let us know about your prison min-
istry. Both the present stories and the stories to 
come are astounding. They provide vivid testi-
mony to the very real power of Jesus to liberate 
every sinner, even the most enslaved. 

Truly, “where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom!” (2 Corinthians 3:17) These two 
issues inspire us all to join in the cause 
of liberty for all. Let freedom ring!

for students applies only to Zimbabwe, which 
has suffered the most from economic 
difficulties.

that she and her 
friend are delighted 
that study helpers 
are sending them 
BRM envelopes.

If you have 
WBS students in 
Zimbabwe and 
you would like to 
take part in this 
special program to help these students return 
their lessons, please call Linda here at WBS 
and place an order. The cost for each envelope 
is five cents. The order line number is toll free: 
1-877-393-0211.

We are looking forward to more, much more 
mail being returned from Zimbabwe because 
of this special service. If you are already tak-
ing part by using the BRMs, be sure to write in 
your code number on the front of the envelope: 
WBS Code #

No return address is required on the BRM. 
Your code number is the key to the BRM 
returning to you with your student’s answers. 
For the present, WBS’ use of the BRM service 
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By Mary Nell Kemper

It’s working! It’s working! The Business 
Reply Mail (BRM) envelopes that have 
been sent to World Bible School students 

in Zimbabwe are being used properly and are 
being returned to WBS teachers!

This is the first return mail with BRMs 
from Zimbabwe that we have received here at 
World Bible School. We have received more 
than 1,300 BRMs from this first return.

Alice, at our Zimbabwe Service Center, 
says that one student called her office to say 

belongs to missionary Richard Benskin. He 
looks out through bars that once held slaves 
to be shipped to the Americas. The slave trade 
typifies so much that is repugnant about any 
person’s loss of liberty. 

Whatever our circumstances, each of us can 
identify with slavery in its worst form. Jesus 
revealed the basic truth about each of us: “I 
tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave 
to sin” (John 8:34). All who are trapped in sin 
share the same grim losses — at the spiritual 
level — as the prisoner who deserves death row. 
That included us, until we met “Jesus” whose 
name signifies Deliverer. He paid the highest 
price to set us free. Now He declares our inde-
pendence: “So you are no longer a slave, but 

a son” (Gala-
tians 4:7). To 
exper ience 
sonship is, 
by its very 
nature, to 
join the Son’s 
war against 
tyranny.

W o r l d 
Bible School 
serves in the 
front lines 
of liberation. 

The relevant news stories are so prolific that 
we should run two issues on this theme. This 

Returning BRMs arrive at Alice’s WBS 
Service Center in Zimbabwe...

...then Mary Nell in Texas forwards the BRMs 
to WBS teachers.

Notice: After current supplies of the Airmail envelope (GE-01) are exhausted, WBS will no longer offer this item for sale. 
Notice: The AIDS tract has been reprinted and is available to purchase. The price is $0.15 each, plus shipping charges.

A CALL TO SHARE FREEDOM from page 1

The gate—no longer in 
use—through which slaves 
passed on the way to ships. 
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Please accept my:

o HONOR GIFT
  

o MEMORIAL GIFT

This gift is for    

Memorial Gifts 
and Honor Gifts 
are ideal ways to 

remember a loved one’s 
legacy or special occasions. 
At the same time, your 
gift is used to “teach the 
Word and reach the world.” 
Upon receipt of your gift, 
an appropriate letter of 
acknowledgement will be 
sent naming the honoree 
and you as the thoughtful 
donor.

o Mr.
o Mrs. ________________________________________________
o Ms.

Please charge $ _________________ to my credit card.

  o Visa  o Discover

  o MasterCard o Amex Other _______________

Card No. ______________________________________

Expiration ________ / _______ / ___________________

Name (as on card) _________________________________

Signature ______________________________________

This gift is from:

Name ______________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State _____ Zip _____________

Phone _____________________________________________________

Church (optional) ____________________________________________

o Birthday   

o Illness    o Friendship  Other ______________________________________

o Anniversary

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:

o Mr.
o Mrs. _______________________________________________________
o Ms.
Address _______________________________________________________

City _____________________________ State _______ Zip _____________

Relationship to Honoree __________________________________________

Memorial & Honor Gifts

In Honor of…
Larry & Becky 
Barksdale’s 50th anniv.

Ron & Susan Pottberg
David Bath, our son-
in-law

Mr. & Mrs. Travis 
Kennedy

Rose Carpenter
Lynwood Carpenter

Howard & Margaret 
Cox’s many years of 
work in WBS

Juanita (Nita) Nelson
Dr. Noel Ellis’ 80th 

Kathryn Lynch 
Thompson

Gerald Foster’s 75th
Ron & Susan Pottberg

Doyce & Joyce Golden, 
my daughter & son-
in-law

Neil S. Edmundson
Judy Guite, sister in the 
Lord

Joseph Clay
Georgia Hobby’s 91st

Priscilla  Hobby
Catherine Joines, my 
mother’s birthday

Kenneth & Judy 
Rowland

Mr. & Mrs. David 
Kemp’s anniversary

Mary A. Burnham
Mary Nell Kemper’s 
devotion to the work of 
WBS

Bill & Mickie Kennedy
Billy C. Kennedy’s 
birthday

Mickie Kennedy
Corey Long

Jean Hubbard
Roberta McCasland’s 
many yrs. of devotion to 
the welfare of children

Kevin & Kara Vick
Lyndsey McEvoy

Jean Hubbard

Mary McKinney’s 
birthday

Evalyn G. Evans, MD
 James E. Mitchell, Jr., 
Gospel preacher

Earl & Linda Warpool
Oleta Paden, my mother 
and sweet supporter

John & Beth Reese
Jaxie Palmer’s years in 
Zimbabwe

John & Beth Reese
Mike Priadka

Lanelle Howard
Truman & Mildred 
Quinn’s friendship

Jack & Wanda Danley
Sibyl Reese’s years in 
Zimbabwe

John & Beth Reese
Lewis Short III’s 
birthday

John & Beth Reese
Donnie Therkelson’s 
friendship

Joseph Clay
Tex & Mary Jane 
Williams

Steve & Dee Worley
Clyde Austin

In Memory of…
Helen Andreas

Art & Laquita Searles
Forrest H. Andrews

Faye B. Andrews
F.C. Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. Jack McNutt
Susie Ponce Baltazar

Dave & Vicki Roberts
Jean Blake

Michael & Sandra Lind
Hank Boggs

Orman & Faye Bach
Lottie Boyd

Bill & Mickie Kennedy
Maurice & Mary Nell 
Kemper

Lucille Bright
Mrs. Louis Strickland

Joy Brown
Randy & Annette 
Sullivan

Max B. Butler
Audrey B. Butler

Wayne Butler
Randy & Bea Honey

Walter D. “Dan” Cabe
Ruth N. Cabe

Joseph A. & Mabe Cain, 
my parents

Jonizo Cain-Calloway
Marselle Cain

Henry & Ella Vonne 
West

Dorothy Parks McInnish 
Cantrell, my mother

Paula McInnish
Don Cavasos

Lanelle Howard

W.D. (Chris) Chrisner
Bob & Alice Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Jim 
Holcomb
Ron & Susan Pottberg
Claudia Murphy
The Frizzel Family
Michael & Rhonda Graff
Jackson & Dorothy 
Bradley
Jim & Verbenia 
Delashaw
Larry & Ruth Walker 
Norman & Helen Olund

Corene Clark
Alice Walker

Don Clark
Willie & Sue McKinney

Debbie Claye
Maurice & Mary Nell 
Kemper

Annie Bess Cobb
R.C. Cobb

Edgar F. Croomes
Betty H. Croomes

J.T. Crow
H. Morris & Pam Weller

John Denton
Bruce & Mary Sue 
Simpson

Michiko Downs
Christina Gossett

J.C. Driver
Robert & Emily Harris

Geneva Dunagan
Henry & Ella Vonne West

Ernest Dunham
Alice Walker

Robbie W. Earwood
Dr. Carmel Redmon 
Peters

Ethel Edmundson
Neil S. Edmundson

Roseann Ekman
Kit Lawson
Bill & Shirley Olson

Christopher Emmerling
Tim & Carolyn Jensen

Charles Floyd
Donald & Nancy Wiese

Randal Fry
Linda Simmonds

Robert (Bob) Fry
Mary A. Burnham
Alice Walker

Robert (Bob) & 
Margaret Fuller

Albert & Vicki 
Dennington

Alice Guelker
Dave & Vicki Roberts

Jason Ham
Highland Dr. Church

Francis Hamilton
Randy & Annette 
Sullivan

Jim Hammons
Alice Walker

David E. Hargrove
Alice Walker

Russell Harrison
Mattie Wright

N.T. Hightower
Evelyn H. Kittrell

Dixie Hillman
Nancy Hagiwara

Frank Hinkle
Bill & Mickie Kennedy

Estelle Holt

Rocky Thurman
Louise Jennings

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Holcomb
John R. Julian

Edwin B. Williamson
Sam Kennedy

Kit Lawson
Juanita Lamb

Bob & Wanda Belonie
Viola Maxwell

Mary J. Pike
 Al McCalip

Alice Walker
Johnny (Big John) McKay

Mr. & Mrs. Joe George
Doris McKinzie

James W. McKinzie
Dave Miller

Polly Prewitt
Sarah Moore

Larry & Ruth Walker
Margaret Moos

Roy L. Moos
Al Murray

Willie & Sue McKinney
Dixie Murff

H. Morris & Pam Weller
Art Nelson

Juanita (Nita) Nelson
Dorothy Norris

Billy & Davelene Fore
Robert Owens

Mrs. Dale W. Kunzelman

Cline Paden
Ron & Susan Pottberg
Gordon & Mary Nell 
Kemper
W.R. & Mary Collier

Rosalie Peek
Bill & Karen Quigley
Henry & Jean Green

Juanita Pentecost
Evelyn Kittrell

Wayne Phemister
Dave & Vicki Roberts

Joyce Pittman
David & Cheri Rix

Tennie Prince
Daisy J. Knickerbocker

Lina Rich
Rocky Thurman

Gilbert G. Roberts (2)
Doug Roberts

Vernon Rogers
William & Ava Conley

Mary J. Rollins
Art & Laquita Searles

Lorraine M. Russell
Neil M. Russell, Jr.

Ora Dell Savage
    Alice Walker

Becky Shelton
Bob & Jackie Reaves

Etta Mae Skinner
Jim & Verbenia 
Delashaw

Floyd (Bob) Singleton
Eadrell Singleton

Charles Smithson
Gladys Smithson

Madeline Swingler
Randy & Annette 
Sullivan

Sarah Christeen Taylor
Dave & Vicki Roberts

Vicki Taylor
Alice Walker

Frank Thomas
Bob & Marida 
Watlington 

Mary Esther Trice
Andrew H. Trice, PhD

Fred Uptgraft
Kit Lawson

Gwen Wade
Beth Whitaker

Ima Jo Warner
Dave & Vicki Roberts
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Griffith

Jere R. Whaley
Judy Whaley

Lyle & Linda Wight, my 
parents

Elaine Kay Powers
Dorothy Wofford
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by Lewis Short

My wife Tammy and I are missionar-
ies in Milan, Italy.  Recently we had 
opportunity to share the Gospel with 

different part of the world when we joined her 
parents, John and Beth Reese, in Zimbabwe 
for two weeks.  
God provided 
for us the 
whole time, 
even through 
apparent insuf-
ficiencies, as 
the country 
is experienc-
ing severe 
economic and 
infrastructure 
difficulties. 

We were 
hosted by 
Christians in 
Harare and 
Bulawayo, and 

were touched by the generous hospitality of so 
many, despite their situation. One host, Jefta 
Mugweni, had studied in Milan and sent greet-
ings to our older members there.  

We worked with Alice Mhlanga at the 
Harare WBS office sending packages to church 
leaders in Zimbabwe for the YOUTHREACH 
initiative in which local congregations adver-
tise the Bible courses in their area schools. The 
importance of this endeavor is magnified by 
the fact that the life expectancy for a Zimba-
bwean man is 37 and a woman is 34. In reality, 
today’s high school students are almost liter-
ally tomorrow’s leaders. There is an urgency 
for these people to know God through Jesus, 
and to know His impact on their lives and the 
lives of those around them. Since Zimbabwe 
is in such dire economic straits, WBS has 
instituted a business reply system within the 
country, where the student gets a postage-paid 
envelope with each of his lessons. People here 
often cannot even afford basic food staples. 
Many would not be able to have the “luxury” Chris Magadu with son
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of studying the Bible 
without this possibility of 
free postage. 

With Tammy’s par-
ents, and Alicia Depwe, 
a WBS teacher from 
Austin, we visited many 
schools together with 

the local YOUTHREACH coordinators: Chris 
Magadu and Brian Matutu in Harare, and 
Edmore Moyo in Bulawayo.  We spoke to the 
principals at each school, and several called 
for immediate assemblies of the student bod-
ies to hear our presentation. One example was 
the morning when Chris and I visited seven 
schools (total attendance over 10,000) where 
we distributed sign-up forms and also spoke to 
a couple of assemblies. It was normal for us to 
see interest among the teachers as well as the 
students, and all welcomed this opportunity 
for the students to better their knowledge of 
the Bible.

In conjunction with the Zimbabwean coor-
dinators, we were able to collect over 7,500 
names of high school students who had signed 
up during our short time there; since then 
another 8,600 names have also come in. The 
YOUTHREACH initiative has started WBS 
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continued on page 2


