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God calls us to “go into all
the world.” That also
means right here at home.
It’s time to do more to
reach those around us—
fellow Americans. Let’s share Jesus with

John Reese — CEDAR PARK, Texas

As an African, I had long observed the
missionary impact of Americans (such as Loy
Mitchell, page 5). As an American, with my
wife Beth from Texas, I was blessed to partner
with congregations in Mississippi, Texas and
Arkansas. Through our World Bible School
partnership, they taught hundreds of thousands
in our international fields. We witnessed great
harvests. But this question haunted our hearts:

If your story has benefited from
America and Americans, if you feel
a strong sense of debt, then you will
love Connect US! God is opening a
great opportunity to connect with
American seekers. Since 2012, well
over 90,000 Americans have enrolled
online with WBS for Bible studies. Ask
for the Connect US plan by calling
800-311-2006 or emailing info@
worldbibleschool.net. Watch
Action! for details.
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Let’s start with one aspect of motivation. Simply stated, I am a debtor like you.
Virtually all of our personal stories feature American Christians. In my case, my first
visit to the United States was at age eighteen. Shortly after meeting my Arkansas
relatives, I travelled to Rockford, IL and found employment with Greenlee Tools.
The culture shock of leaving sunny Africa and spending America’s winter in a bleak
factory threatened to drown my spirit. What saved me was the warmth and kindness
of the Christians at the 20th Street church of
Christ. Though I was a stranger, they welcomed
me as one of their own. Why would they care so
much? One day it struck me: That is how much
Jesus loves me! They, along with my American
mother and prayerful grandparents, were
instrumental in turning me to Christ.

“What about America? Isn’t it time
to bring more of this blessing home
to America?”

in this

J

anuary 2016 marks the launch of Connect US. As 2016 unfolds so will this
unique initiative, so keep an eye on Action! This issue begins a foundation for
understanding Connect US. What is the motivation behind it? Why is it so
urgent and so powerful?
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Editor’s Note: The stories here and in future Action!s illustrate the varied ways in
which World Bible School serves to reach Americans for Christ and to strengthen them
in Christ. The first story is by Ron Tubbs, a long-time WBS teacher and early-adopter
of WBS Connect.

Jehudy’s Journey

This is what makes WBS worth the effort!
Ron Tubbs — HAZEL GREEN, Alabama

O
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is so significant that WBS is publishing
an attractive and inspirational calendar
based on the theme: Connect US. Much
more than a campaign, Connect US is a
step up to new ways of finding seekers
and sharing Jesus with them. The aim
is for Christians in 1,000 congregations
to be better equipped for evangelism.
Connect US lifts us to a new lifestyle
of evangelistic effectiveness using the
latest cutting-edge tools for the 21st
century.
This calendar highlights and explains
Connect US, and encourages prayer for
America. For a minimum gift of $20,
this calendar will be sent to the address
that you supply. Please request your
calendar with a note accompanying
your gift: WBS, P.O. Box 2169, Cedar
Park, TX 78630.

ne of my students, Jehudy Yensi, was baptized into
Christ today (November 11, 2015). He’s been studying
with me since the end of October. After finishing
the lesson on “My Personal Journey Toward God,” Jehudy
recognized the need for baptism. I obtained his address and
phone number and contacted the Forest Park church (South
Atlanta, GA) which was within ten minutes of Jehudy’s
residence. Their preacher, Steve Vice, was most accommodating
and met with Jehudy today. After a two hour discussion,
they went to the church and Jehudy was baptized. Praise
God!

Ron Tubbs,
WBS study helper

The Story of “Scanner Jack”
Paul Shero — SAN ANGELO, Texas

I

would like to introduce you to Jack Roberts. Jack is well-known in San Angelo
because he volunteers with the Amateur Radio Club. Jack has programmed so many
‘scanners’ that he has the nickname “Scanner Jack.” Back in June 2011, Anna Smith
met Jack when she delivered lunch to him. Anna volunteers for the Meals for the
Elderly program. It just so happens that Anna and her husband, Harold, are the glue
that keeps our WBS program going here at Southgate in San Angelo, TX. Anna found
out that Jack likes studying the Bible, so she gave him an Introductory Lesson.
Well, Jack completed 14 lessons in the next two months. His over-all grade average
was over 98%. Jack began to talk about baptism. Ron Murphy, a personal worker, picked
up the ball at this point. He went to see Jack and they spent the afternoon together. Then
they called me and said that Jack wanted to be baptized. The date was August 2, 2011.
Jack is so excited about his new life in Christ. He said he has been looking for the
truth for a long time and “these kind of churches are hard to find.” He is now teaching
WBS lessons. Many times, in our grading and mailing lessons, we see only a
part of the story. In Jack’s case, we were blessed and encouraged to see more of
the story.

Tool for Teens

M

Karen Monroe — BURNET, Texas

y 15 year old grandson Zack Whitlock was baptized at Camp Hensel. As soon as
he got home, he began WBS lessons. He was so proud of his first certificate that
he framed it and made it his profile picture. WBS is a great tool for converting
and also for teaching and strengthening the faith of Christians young and old.

Zach’s baptism
2

In all this summer, Camp Hensel saw a total of 16 baptisms. Thirteen others were
baptized at Camp Bandina, also in Central Texas. Karen herself has participated for 19
years in the women’s jail ministry at the Burnet Correctional Facility. Coincidentally,
Wanda Templeton wrote about her teenage son who had become a Christian:
“My teenager used WBS as an extra learning tool. His teacher was kind and
interested. WBS was a good addition for our teen.”
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Get Connected
by Giving to WBS!
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Many long time donors to WBS also stepped up
and increased their normal giving to be included
in this special opportunity. WBS received many
notes with messages very much like this one:

od’s power was again evident in 2015 by the more than a million and a half
students being connected to His word around the world. I imagine what it might
be like for so many excited students to be at one place at the same time, and I begin
to get an image of what heaven might look like. Being
Make an
involved with the WBS family is a unique privilege.
What a blessing it is to work with the donors who allow eternal difference
in 2016.
for resources to be available to change these students’ lives eternally.
I want to take this opportunity to thank the many donors and churches who responded to “WBS
Campaign 360” in 2015. Through God’s blessing, WBS was able to meet the goal set out by the donors
who offered the generous gift of $360,000 to match new and increased donations. Their purpose
was to strengthen WBS’ base for the world-reach of the Gospel. It was so encouraging to have new
donors say to me, “Yes, it’s time for me to become a WBS partner this year because of the match.”

Please...do what I cannot!

M

Was it the significant, four-figure check
that accompanied it? Certainly, that got our
attention, too! We were so grateful for this
great, timely gift. But, to be honest, something
else touched us the most. In her own hand,
Ethel wrote:
“I’m 90 years old and not able to do much
physically….However, the Lord has blessed
me to be able to send funds to help in the

“The health and desire to
do what I cannot.” What a
wonderful, gracious, generous
attitude! What a heavy, but
wonderful, spiritual responsibility for
us. WBS study helpers and donors, alike, are
eager to do what they can alongside WBS
to reach the lost. Ethel, thank you! May God
bless you in this New Year as we invest your
gift to fulfill your wishes: to share Jesus.
Kevin Rhodes (MBA, CSPG) can help you with
impactful planned giving. Contact him at
kevin@worldbibleschool.net.

Mr. / Mrs. / Ms. ______________________________________________________

this amount now:
$ ____________________________
is enclosed.

Spouse ____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________

I want to make a commitment
by joining Sowing the Seed.

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

I’ll give this
amount

I’ll give this
amount

Ph __________________________________________________________________

Monthly:

Annually:

E-mail _____________________________________________________________

o

$30 / mo

o

$300 / yr

(day)

(night)

Church _____________________________________________________________

o $60 / mo

o $600 / yr

Address ____________________________________________________________

o

o

City ___________________________________ State _____ Zip___________

$100 / mo

$1,000 / yr

o $_______/ mo o $_________/ yr

We are grateful for your partnership in 2015,
and encourage you to keep building this lifesaving momentum by your generosity in 2016.
These gifts connect Christian teachers with
Bible seekers locally and globally. Be a part
of this one-of-a-kind ministry which reaches
millions and makes an eternal difference by
sharing Jesus.
Pat Brown is always available to talk to friends of
WBS—individuals and churches. Contact him at
pat@worldbibleschool.net.

spread of the Gospel plan of
salvation. I wish for each of you
at WBS the good health and
desire to do what I cannot.
May God bless each of you.”

s. Ethel Pinick
sent us a
nice, wintry
card last week.
It featured this
ski-wearing
snowman and a “Winter
Wishes” greeting. But that
wasn’t what most captured our
attention.

I want to give

“My check is larger than I am normally able
to share. Because of the special gift match
opportunity, I wanted to go above my usual.
Thanks be to God for those on the ‘front lines’
of sharing his word.”

o I am a WBS teacher or o I have been sometime in the past.

Editor: John Reese
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o Please charge my credit card for the amount at left.
o Visa
o Amex

o Discover
o MasterCard
Other ________________________

(You can give securely online: worldbibleschool.net/give)
Card No: _____________________________________________
Expiration: __________ / __________ / __________________
Name (as on card) ________________________________________________
Signature: ________________________________________________________

o I’m setting up Automatic Bill Pay from my bank.
o My gift is a Tribute. See the back of this form.
Tell me more about:
o I am		
o I am considering

}

o will planning
o income-producing gift options
including WBS in my will
or other estate plans.
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In Honor of…
Mrs. Edward G. Adams
James & Susan Smith
Jim & Louise Adams
Frank Clay
James & JoAnna Byars
James & Jane Anthony
J.J. Walker
Walt & Judy Burnham
Winnie Bell
Central Church of Christ,
Tulia, TX
Eddie & Carmelita Gage
Bob & Gwen Coker
Searcy & Peggy McGowen
Marilee Coker
Rosalind Baldwin
Billie Boustead
Evelyn Curtis
Irene Crouch
Mary Diles
Jackie Harp
Johnice Hearn
Sue Justus
Verna Mansell
Joy Oliver
Pat Province
Shirley Segraves
Trish & Larry Compton
Ina Emerson
David & Karen Conder
Don & Virginia Worten
Margaret Counts
Vernon & Judith Bissell
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Cromwell
Joan McKandles
Laura Dacus
Mrs. R.I. Berridge
Theda Dennington
Roger & Katharine
Dennington
Tim Discher
Peggy Sullivan
Curtis & Wynona Dowdy
Curtis & Faye Flowers
Sylvia Dressler
Lola Langley
Patsy Duke
Diana Barnes
Eugene & Susan Edens &
family
Winnie Bell
Fredericka Ferrell
Diana Barnes
Randall & Reny Gruenewald
Frank Clay
Kaleb Hall
Ann Harris

Daryl & Amy Hardaway &
family
Winnie Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Chip Haslam
Paula Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Havenhill
Leonard & Josephine
Francis
Robert & Leslie Higbee &
family
Winnie Bell
Mrs. Claude Huddleston
Evelyn Smith
Hilda Joles
Lynn Thrash
Mary Nell Kemper
Hayes & Jenny Grubb
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Lang
Pleasant, Helen, Megan &
Mitch Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Leard
JoAnn Womble
Carrie Lewis
Ron, Marla, & Brandt
Roberts
Bessie Lynch
Pat Bolin
Bill McCall
Art & Laquita Searles
Howard & Jane Norton
Bob & Mary Diles
Edwina & Pat Pace
Winnie Bell
Oleta Paden
Ed & Sharon Short
Virginia Parsons
Terry & Diane Peavy
L.V. Pfeifer
Dennis & Debbie Widner
Pat Province
Billie Boustead
Marilee Coker
Irene Crouch
Evelyn Curtis
Mary Diles
Jackie Harp
Johnice Hearn
Sue Justus
Verna Mansell
Joy Oliver
Shirley Segraves
Vera Reynolds
Ronnie & Fran Polston
Mr. & Mrs. Trey Roach
Ruth McCauley
Carolyn Rhodes
Ken Rhodes
Kevin Rhodes
Ken & Carolyn Rhodes
Louise Thomas
Daniel & Leah Satele &
family
Winnie Bell
Tommy Satele & wife
Winnie Bell

Gale Scott
Mr. & Mrs. Jay J. Roberts, III
Cora Beal Shields
Laura Shields
Larry Slayton
Art & Laquita Searles
Joy Straw
Mott & Nancy Lou Jones
Calvin Sumner
Art & Laquita Searles
Carol Thompson
Al & Linda Campbell
Charles Thrash
Lynn & Margaret Thrash
Guinn D. Thrash
Lynn & Margaret Thrash
Ron & Sue Tomme
Alan & Lanita Henderson
Don & Sharon Walker
Linda Gatlin
Eunice Webb
Mrs. Bobbie Martin
Wanita White
Gayle & Lisa Crowe
Steve Worley
Ralph & Peggy Wallace
John & Jan Wray & family
Winnie Bell

In Memory of…
Tony Adams
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Mallory
Leonard Albers
Louise Albers
Irene Aldriedge
Charles & Wynona Harrell
Thelma Ambrose
Mary Green
Joseph Archer
Elizabeth Archer
Al Armitige
Celesta Stewart
Bill Atchley
Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy Woolly
Mrs. Johan Barbre
Barrett Parker
Barry Glenn Basford
Bobby Basford
Bobby Basford, Jr.
Bobby Basford
Ruby Behrens
Mickie Crawford
The McClure Family
Kenny Bennett
Lar Doyle
Homer Benson
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Moore
David Berlin
Joan R. Berlin
Larry Bonner
Dick & Penny Nill
Herbert T. Bowman
Troy Bowman

Alice Bradshaw
Robin & Marion Leonard
Morris Bristoe
Ellen Bristoe
Lucille Brooks
Oleta Paden
Kenneth Brown
Willie & Irene Masters
Mr. & Mrs. Fabian Bruno
Leo & Joy Villanueva
Mr. & Mrs. Howard I. Burch
Ann B. Bowman
Gerald Carrico
Sally Carrico
John Cartwright
Julia Bryant
Larry Case
Deana Case
Rejeanna Cates
Mark & Sharon Eldridge
Bea Cloud
Trenna Briscoe
Danny Collins
Roy & Mary McKinney
Glenn Cooper
Ron & Nelda Mayes
George Copening
Denise Copening
Gladys Counts
Judy Luper
Amon Dacus
Mrs. R.I. Berridge
William Damron
Roy & Eunice Rogers
Barbara Deal
Ralph & Gladys Burcham
Geneva Hoover
Doug & Marilyn Robinson
Roland Duus
Bettie Duus
Mary Ann Earnest
Kay Bailey
Edward Eichelberger
Martha Eichelberger
Billy Eldridge
Glenn & Rita Murphy
Lanora Evans
Evelyn Faulkenberry
Wayne Frank
A.B. & Bobbie Martin
Ann Fry
Henry & Jean Green
Irene Johnson Gatewood
Gene & Dorma Rainey
Robert George
William & Bernice Farmer
Ramona Gramling
Mr. & Mrs. Lewis G. Hale
Peggy Grandi
Leon & Marilyn Sanderson
Louise Griffin
Celesta Stewart
Albert Hagan
Melva Hagan

John Henderson
Glenda Davis
Suzanne Henry
Lar Doyle
Mo Herridge
Lar Doyle
Jesse Hovis
Ron & Marla Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Art Hubbard
Brian & Cheri Fogelman
Gene Inman
Ron & Nelda Mayes
Roy & Maria James
Roger & Sharon Maag
Georgia Johnson
Carolyn & Bob White
Hattie Johnson
Joyce Sutherlin
Jake Johnson
Foy & Peggy Curry
Jesse & Virginia Phillips
Billy C. Jordan
Mary Jordan
Robert W. Jordan
Mary Jordan
Neal & Verda Kelso
Jack & Ruby Moran
Sanford & Dennah Lee
Sandra Lee
Robert Logan
Lar Doyle
Ernest & Leta Maag
Roger & Sharon Maag
Willard May
Mickie Crawford
Paul & Lucille McClung
Edward & Donna Wittlif
Jim “Corky” McCorquodale
Henry & Jean Green
Wanda McDaniel
Ron & Marla Roberts
Norman Michal
Susie Michal
Paula Mashburn
Clark Mashburn
Aubrey Morman
Jan & Milburn Cook
Mr. & Mrs. Stan Mallory
Dale & Dot White
Ralph & Helen Mortensen
Lois Robinson
Maurice Neathery
Lois Neathery
Brother-in-law of Mr. & Mrs.
Bob Norris
Evelyn Faulkenberry
Wendell Osburn
Ron & Marla Roberts
Nadeline Owen
Annetta Fair
Doug Pate
Bobby & Eva Basford
David Pimentel
Bob & Linda Pimentel

Please make my gift a tribute.

o I have completed my personal information on the back of this form.

Memorial Gifts
and Honor Gifts
are ideal ways to pay tribute to
a loved one’s legacy or special
occasions. At the same time, your
gift will be used to “share Jesus”
with WBS.

o HONOR GIFT
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o Illness

o Birthday
o Friendship

o MEMORIAL GIFT

For:
Mr./Mrs./Ms.

o Anniversary

o Other_______________

Vonnie Pitts
Ron, Marla, & Brandt
Roberts
Jack B. Richardson
Oma E. Richardson
Debbie Richey
Ron & Marla Roberts
Toni Roberts
Carol Wall
June Sanders
Benny Sanders
Malachi Schaefer
Ray & June Thompson
Ed Scott
Joyce Sutherlin
James Scott
Lar Doyle
Bobby Paul Shaw
Bud & Sue Hammans
Mack Short
Bobby & Eva Basford
Blake Sickles
Maxie Sickles
Margaret Shanks
Darryl & Lee Kilgore
Johnny Small
Ron & Marla Roberts
William Souder
The French Family
Mr. E.W. Stovall
Mott & Nancy Lou Jones
Alex Strachan
Van & P.J. Webb
Dorothy Taylor
L.V. Pfeifer
Flora Taylor
Mary C. Taylor
LeeRoy Templeton
JoAnn Templeton
Sam Tiner
Odalee Thomas
Herb Trout
Jack & Linda Hix
Dorothy Wade
Jimmy & Nancy Dye
Helen Wheeler
Jean Subry
Deane White
Paula & Lynn Leverett
Mary Wiley
Bud & Sue Hammans
Barbara Wilkerson
Don Wilkerson
Gerrit Wilkins
Vara & Allen Gray
Virginia Williams
Ron & Marla Roberts
Ruth Young
Patricia Parker
George Zapalac
Elloise Zapalac

Please send a letter of acknowledgement to:
Mr./Mrs./Ms.

_____________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________
__________________________________________ City ____________________________ ST_____ Zip________

City_____________________________________ ST________ Their Relationship to Honoree ______________________
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Editor’s Note: Psalm 90:10 states the norm: “The years of our life are seventy, or
even by reason of strength eighty.” Yet God grants exceptional longevity to some,
packed with eternal fruitfulness. Reta and Katie, below, exemplify “overcomers”
who accomplished much despite health struggles. Another example was Miriam
(Jo) Morgan. At 75 she mastered the computer and used it effectively for over ten
years, even developing digital explanations for all the questions in WBS courses.
Jo was introduced to WBS by her son John, a medical doctor, who continues
his long career of WBS teaching at age 75. The Ruth Orr Wall of Honor is a
specific way to honor such teachers. Request a submission form at honor@
worldbibleschool.net.

Remembering Reta
John Ed Clark — FRESNO, CA

R

eta was born in Abilene, Texas, in 1940. She passed away in
Fresno, California, on September 19, 2015. She was a 33 year
survivor of breast cancer. It had returned five times. The fifth time, the
cancer took her, but not without a fight.
From our first date (Reta was 14), I never doubted who I wanted
to spend my life with. We married in 1958. I was busy running my
own business and missed church assemblies. Reta, in her gentle way,
remained committed to her deep faith and within two years led me
back to the church and helped me grow. I can’t imagine having lived
without her and her spiritual strength.
When Jimmie Lovell introduced WBS into Ethiopia, Reta became a WBS teacher.
Encouraged by the Central congregation in Stockton, we arrived in Ethiopia in 1968. Reta
taught children’s Bible classes in Addis Ababa and led sewing classes at the School for
the Deaf, with gratifying results (one student even has her own sewing factory now). We
returned to the States in 1971. The Stockton elders assigned us to develop the Ethiopian
Mission, and we have made many mission trips since.

Editor’s Note: I was about seven years old when I
first met Loy and Donna Mitchell in what was then
called Southern Rhodesia. Since then, their impact
on me and others has been profound. They, like
others honored here, exemplify America’s inestimable
contribution to world evangelism.

Remembering Loy

L

oy Stanley Mitchell was born in Lawrence,
Kansas, in 1932. He married Donna Taylor
in 1954. Their mission work in Zimbabwe
spanned 57 years (1958-2015) with a total of 28
living there full time. Even from America, their
direct involvement in Africa continued. After
Donna passed away in 2002, Loy married Debra
Griffin. She writes,
We made ten trips together to Zimbabwe. I
wondered how we could maintain mission work on
two continents; he showed me. Here is a glimpse into
Loy’s heart. In 2006 we visited Mazambara where
Chief Shumba insisted, “You must visit our clinic.”
The old buildings had just two rusty beds, and a nurse
without supplies. Imagine carrying a feverish child up
that mountain and finding no antibiotics, no syringes,
not even an aspirin. “We need buildings, water,
electricity,” said the chief. Loy made no promises.
Later, planning our 2011 trip, Loy said, “We’ll go
to Mazambara. We’re invited to the dedication of the
new clinic.” What? How? “I’ve sent money bit by bit,”
said Loy, “when the Africa Fund had extra. Church
members and others made bricks.”

I have no idea how many hundreds of WBS students Reta taught in her lifetime. I
might add, Reta was still teaching WBS online the day we had to re-admit her to the
hospital that last time. I do know that almost all of our leading preachers, elders
and Preacher Training instructors in Ethiopia were introduced to the Lord’s church
through WBS lessons.

Remembering Katie
K

atie Jo Tucker (92) of Chattanooga, Tennessee, passed
away in October 2015. Her obituary includes this: “She
participated in mission trips in the United States and foreign
countries to teach people about the Lord that she loved and
served so faithfully. She was also an active teacher of online
Bible classes for World Bible School.” Her back story is so
inspiring that we adapt it here from “Powering Up @ 88 Years
Young” in the March 2011 Action!

My husband, George (Tuck) Tucker, was an East Ridge
elder in charge of WBS. In March 2004, Tuck and I purchased a computer to enhance our
WBS efficiency. Tuck, however, didn’t get to send WBS lessons on the computer because
aggressive cancer took him in June 2004.
I had never used a computer, but I wanted to fulfill Tuck’s plan. So at age 84, and despite
recurring battles with cancer, I learned to teach online. Now, at 88, I can truthfully say that
teaching WBS by Internet has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life.
Tuck was a dedicated soul winner, and he taught me to be concerned about lost people.

Loy Mitchell in Zimbabwe
At the celebration, Loy preached from Luke 19
and concluded, “Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus. Do
you want to see Jesus? Will you do what He asks you
to do?” God was glorified and 851 people heard the
Gospel. The Lord’s church in Zimbabwe continues
to grow as more than 400 Zimbabwean preachers
carry on the work. Feeding stations for orphans
demonstrate God’s love. Hundreds of WBS students
are enrolled, and God gives the increase.
At the funeral in June 2015, Loy’s son-in-law,
Bobby Wheat, said, “How do you honor a man
whose influence touches so many thousands?
The best way to honor him is to do that, too, to
invest our lives the way he did his—by living out
the faith.”
Loy’s favorite farewells were “Preach the
Word!” and “Remember, God loves you!”
5
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As Connect US launches,
you’ll want to know the
dedicated and skilled
crew with whom you are
working. Meet Edie who
officially joined the WBS staff in 1995 and
Tiffany who joined in 2015.

Meet Edie Connel
Edie (Peters) met Jimmie Lovell in the 50’s
when he came to her congregation. Her
church supported Jimmie’s work (which he
named “World Bible School” in 1973) and
sent Bibles and courses to Africa, Germany,
Italy, Holland and Guatemala.
Whenever a missionary spoke, Edie was
ready to “go.” She says, “I love God. He
has been a part of my life for as long as I
can remember. He was important in the
lives of my parents, my grandparents and
our recorded ancestors. My Dad served
as an elder, and visiting missionaries and
preachers often stayed in our home and
ate around our table.”
Edie met
Bob Connel
in Temple,
Texas,
where he
worked with
the church.
They
married in
Bob and Edie Connel
1963, and
have four children and six grandchildren.
For 53 years, Edie was a physical therapist.
Bob has preached and taught singing
for 65 years, working closely with Reuel
Lemmons of WBS. Since her teen years,
Edie’s passion has been teaching the Bible,
whether with children, ladies, curriculum
development or WBS.

Have you ever wondered

how volunteers (pictured) get Action! from us
to you? Would you like to see a fantastic WBS
postal teaching team in action? Could you use a
short, personalized WBS-themed video to get
more people in your congregation involved?
Each video is brief—about two minutes or less.
Take a look at this link to see all three: www.
worldbibleschool.net/videos.

Meet Tiffany Sanders

I

recently joined the WBS team as an Administrative Assistant to the Executive Office.
My husband and I have seen The Lord’s provision through this position and are
thankful for the opportunity to serve. He gifts us, each, with specific gifts that work
together in ways we can hardly fathom. Like a single violin that is part of an elaborate
orchestra, its small voice has a part to play in the
Symphony. I feel that the Lord has enabled me to play
well within the orchestra that is WBS.
My husband, John, my two boys and I have
recently returned from mission work to share the
Word throughout New Zealand. We began our work
in Auckland where we were part of a church plant.
After almost a year, we were asked to join the work
at Otumoetai church of Christ in Tauranga where I
became a compliance manager at South Pacific Bible
College. The diverse culture and vast number of people
we met while working in New Zealand was a great
experience and has forever changed us. The thrill of
Hudson, Hayden, John
witnessing baptisms on a regular basis and seeing, first
and Tiffany Sanders
hand, the lives that are changed when one person takes
time to share the love of Jesus with those who have never heard The Gospel, cannot be
matched. It’s as if the deaf are hearing for the first time and a concerto is playing!
Those experiences spur me on and make me long for more. Here at WBS, our
collective goal is to win souls for Christ. I am humbled and amazed that He answered
such a specific prayer in a personal way, having a part on a team who provides tools to
fulfill the Great Commission. I look forward to witnessing how we, “the orchestra”, will
continue to develop and grow, playing the “Great Symphony” that is the Lord’s.

Bob and Edie attend Oldham Lane
church of Christ in Abilene. In 1995 Edie
began working with WBS in an official
role, helping with email teaching, which
eventually became Internet teaching.
Today, Edie mentors new teachers, answers
questions, solves problems, recruits follow
up partners and more. She will continue
to be a big part of our technology and
Connect US efforts with churches.

PREP Is Working

Jonathan Towell says, “God has blessed
Edie with an immense amount of talent.
It is a joy to witness Edie multiply those
talents every day.”

This is going to work! —Tim, TX 004

In recent months, Bob had experienced
significant health challenges. After a
rapid turn of events and as this issue was
going to press, Bob passed from this life
on December 18 to receive his crown.
Please lift up Edie and the Connel family
in prayer.
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Robin Cannon — CEDAR PARK, Texas

he Partners in Religious Education Project (PREP) improves
outreach through scanning and file-sharing technology. The speed
and savings between the U.S. and Ghana have proven significant.
Despite early hesitation by some coordinators, every one has adapted
well to this great opportunity. Learning to scan Return Sheets back and
forth has such great potential that both technophobes and technophiles
have made it happen. As of this writing, the third-ever digital exchange
of correspondence is under way. Here is what some Coordinators say:
I can’t imagine who wouldn’t want to do this. —Judy, TX 776
My heart is so thrilled at your demonstration of faith to lead a waiting world of WBS
teachers through the maze of grace in a new frontier for the Gospel’s sake! —Sharon, TN 317
If Satan is going to stop this, he’ll have to get pretty creative, because God is making it work.
—Robin, TX 001
Yes, that last one is me. As I watch the thought and care that goes into the work of
our PREP teams, I see God stretching both evangelistic horizons and the people who
aim to reach them. It is such a privilege to work with dedicated servants of Christ. PREP
is going to work because God is at work. For more information, write ghana.prep@
worldbibleschool.net.

world

around the

Computer Lab
in Guatemala
Kristi Bond — SEARCY, Arkansas

I

am excited to share news from our trip to
Guatemala. A member of the Cloverdale
church in Searcy, AR, donated four laptops
with which we equipped the new Escuela
Biblica Mundial (EBM or WBS) computer
lab at the building of Iglesia de Cristo Amor
Sin Temor in San Cristobal, Mixco, Guatemala. We worked with
our Guatemala follow-up partner Paul Crites, who has been a
missionary in San Cristobal for about five years. My husband,
Eric Bond, who works in Information Systems and Technology at
Harding University, had the laptops updated, then set them up in
the lab. They feature the WBS Bible logo as the background screen
and a desktop link to Amor Sin Temor’s “Connect” website.

Celebrations in Malaysia
Kin Fatt and Chrissy Lau — PUCHONG, Malaysia

F

or our ninth anniversary, the Puchong church was
blessed to have Henry Kong from Singapore as our
guest speaker.

In October 2015, the church had a beautiful wedding
celebration. A few years ago, we were contacted by World
Bible School to visit a Nigerian student, John George, who
subsequently was baptized. Then he brought his then
girlfriend, Priscilla. After several months of Bible study, she
too became a Christian. It was a simple but special wedding
conducted by Kin.
Editor’s Note: According to my latest information, the next
Asia Mission Forum, July 30-August 3, 2016, will be
hosted in Malaysia by the Seremban church assisted by
Pasir Panjang, Singapore.

While in San Cristobal, I trained the missionary team on the
EBM/WBS website and prepared them to work more efficiently
through the Connect program. Cloverdale elder David Burt also
spoke to them about the postal lessons, which they plan to use in
personal studies.
Most exciting was
a visit by six women
from a nearby women’s
shelter to the lab.
These ladies have been
learning computer skills
and put their knowledge
to good use by enrolling
Eric Bond and Paul Crites at the lab
for online studies with
EBM. All will visit the lab regularly to receive help going through
the lessons. It was inspiring to work with these women so closely.
Since many people in the area do not have Internet access, the
church plans to invite other contacts to utilize the lab for Bible
studies as needed. May God bless our continued efforts to spread
His Word to all the world.

Birth of a Church in Chad
Doyle Kee — GENEVA, Switzerland

I

n September 2015, three Christians went 31
miles from Moundou, Chad, to the village of
Beinamar. Preparatory work had been done
by Bible courses mailed from the French WBS
out of Geneva. These had been augmented
through the radio broadcasts out of Moundou.
Feltoing Djonga and the other brothers had several days of Gospel
preaching. The contacts were invited and 22 of them attended.
Several were baptized and others are progressing in their faith.
In spite of opposition to the conferences, the church has now
been established in this village. Follow-up will be made by the
brethren from Moundou. This is a typical example of the planting of
churches in many African settings. Through Bible correspondence
courses and radio broadcasts, a number of contacts are developed in
a village or region. Campaigns and public preaching are conducted
by nationals with special invitations to these contacts. The follow
up is assured through brethren close by or by someone who moves
to the village or town to work with the new church.

Puchong 9th Anniversary Celebration

Remembering Uncle Ken

A

s Action! was being
finalized, we learned that
“Uncle Ken” Sinclair passed
away in Singapore. Our prayers
are with his wife Estelle and
their family. Ken was a veteran
missionary to Southeast Asia,
especially Malaysia. At ACU he
promoted missions and took
students to Asia, and also used WBS courses in his classes
orienting new international students to Christianity.

In these special piles

are the names of 600 WBS students.
They enrolled via ordinary ads
placed in the newspaper in San
Angelo, Texas. Harold Smith, WBS
Coordinator at Southgate church of
Christ, helps keeps the congregation
focused on sharing Jesus, including right here in America
(see Connect US on page 1).
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Leveraging Digital Platforms
Jonathan Towell — LUBBOCK, Texas

W

BS is fortunate to have Dr. Charla Griffy-Brown on the
Board. Charla’s extensive resume includes a Fulbright
scholarship, Harvard, and a Ph.D. in Technology
Management from Griffith University in Queensland, Australia.
Currently she is a professor of information systems at Pepperdine.
Charla spends much of her time advising corporations and
governments on the effective use of technology in education and
business.
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It is fitting
then, that Charla
would lead a
workshop for
WBS this summer.
The title was
“Re-thinking
Business
Processes: Leveraging Digital Platforms to Reduce Costs and
Maximize Reach.” The aim was to equip WBS further to meet
the challenges and opportunities present in technology, with an
emphasis on anticipating the future.
The WBS management team and several other WBS Board
members participated. Charla stepped us through case studies
and gave us information about current world trends that
affect us. She even arranged for us to talk with an executive
at Alaska Airlines who led his company and industry through
technological innovation.
The workshop’s momentum extended to the WBS Board’s Fall
meeting where Charla summarized it. The Board’s resolutions
emphasize accelerated digital development for more interactive
and scalable Gospel teaching. This includes assigning significant
funding for research and development to take advantage of new
platforms and the fast-developing realm of social media.

The Case for WBS

O

nly the Great Physician can cure a world of hurt. The
challenge is to bring the two together. Consider the
principles propelling World Bible School to remarkable
success in introducing the world to its Healer.
Mandate: Go into all the world! Proclaim the Good News to every
creature! WBS involves thousands of Christians in fulfillment of this
Great Commission.
Message: WBS courses focus on Jesus through the lens of Scripture.
Courses seek to create faith in the same way as the Bible does, with
interactions built on the Scriptures themselves. Such pure Bible study
enjoys wide acceptance.
Method: WBS is simply “YOU SHARING JESUS.” WBS connects you—
the Christian who wants to teach—with the seeker who wants to learn.
These two meet over the Gospel.
Media: Connections begin with advertising, locally and worldwide.
Then word spreads from those who benefit. WBS Bible studies begin
remotely by Internet or paper, then move toward face-to-face discipling
as relationships grow.
Manpower: “The priesthood of the believer” is key— everyday Christians
sharing their faith. Virtually any Christian can use the simple, user-friendly
tools. The Christian comes alongside the seeker as an encouraging friend
who points to the Bible which does the actual teaching.

Math: Through WBS tens of thousands have shared Jesus. Since 1973
they have connected with some 30,000,000 worldwide. Impact example:
Bible correspondence launched a movement in Nigeria now counting
8,000 new congregations for Christ (over 2,000 through WBS).
Mature & Modern: WBS has a proven track-record (40+ years) of
effectiveness through innovation. The world is changing rapidly,
offering new ways to connect with seekers. Three examples on the
other side demonstrate WBS’ responsiveness and agility.

Please share this WBS summary with others.
Spread the Word.
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